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Australia’s Plan to 
Keep Norfolk 
a Colony 

COMPLETE COVERAGE OF AUSTRAUA'S NORFOLK ISLAND BILL 1978 

•new explanatory memorandum tells WHAT'S REALLY IN THE 
BILL •AMAZING COMPARISON OF WHAT NIMMO OFFERED AND 
WHAT COUNCIL ACTUALLY GOT •FALSE ASSURANCES CIRCULATED 
ABOUT THE BILL •WHO GAINS, WHO LOSES ON 40 SEPARATE POINTS 


Commonwealth moves to 
claim Island’s waters 

Pitcairner^ historic rights 
are pushed aside 

Australian and U.N. 
principles violated 

Bid for Council approval fails 


ISLAND NEWS... LETTERS TO THE EDITOR... LORD HOWE TICKS OFF REPRESENTATIVFA 
...NORFOLK CONVICT MANUSCRIPT PUBLISHED FOR FIRST TIME.... REMINISCENCES 
OF OLD NORFOLK.. . GOOD WINES "IN BOND”... HELEN PAYNE... LETTER FROM HOME 
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Australia' s aim: keep colo nial rule 
Council unwilling to^pprove Bill 


AFTER SIX MONTHS of secrecy ab¬ 
out negotiations with the'Norfo|k 
Island Council^ a new form <# 
government for the Island, Au^ba- 
lia introduced the Norfolk Island 
Bill 1978 in its House of Represent¬ 
atives on November 23rd. 

Hon. R«J«Ellicott, Minister for 
Home Affairs, told the House that 
the Bill was desired to "ensure the 
preservation of tibe Commonwealtfi’s 
responsibility** on Norfolk. 

He made no mention of restoring 
self-government to the Island. In¬ 
stead he said the Bill would let res¬ 
idents become "increasingly involv¬ 
ed. " ) 

Hl}{hli|jhts of flie Bill; 

♦Norfolk is to be classlfleti and 
governed as an Australian possess¬ 
ion - a territory "of* the Common¬ 
wealth. This conflicts wifh^die bas¬ 
is on which Australia was handed 
responsibility for Norfolk's’good gov¬ 
ernment in 1914. The documents 
involved in the 1914 hand-over 
show that Ncafolk remained a dis¬ 
tinct and separate settlement "under 
the authority of" the Commonwealth. 

•The ocean economic zone ar¬ 
ound Norfolk is to be officially clas¬ 
sified as not being part of the Island. 
This is apparently preparation for 
the Commonwei^ith to elaimi all 
fishing and mineral rights in 125, - 
000 square miles around Norfolk. 

•The historic rights of the Pit¬ 
cairners, who were given Norfolk 
as dieir homeland in 1856, have 
been dismissed. There is no com¬ 
ment on diem or provision for them 
in the Bill or even in Mr. Ellicott's 
speech. 

•a locally-elected "Legislative 
Assembly" is to be permitted to 
handle a small range of municipal 
obligations, but Australia retains 
the right to cancel any Assembly 
action on these within six months. 

All significant governmental poli¬ 
cies remain under complete Com¬ 
monwealth control. 

Several elected members of Nor¬ 
folk’s advisory Council expressed 
support for tfie Bill when copies 
first became available on the Isl¬ 
and. Council had discussed details 
of government with Mr. Ellicon 
in a secret series of meetings start¬ 
ing last May, and had seen the ne¬ 
gotiations as being at least a start 
toward self-government. 


But as they studied the Bill’s fin¬ 
al for^ and ^gan get^g first re- 
acdoris from*residents,^ ^ i^^iber 
of Councillors began tof develop 
serious misgivings. 

The Commonwealth-appointed 
Administrator on Norfolk, Mr. D. 

V.O’Leary,^made early inquiries 
about the possibility of Council’s 
voting unanimous endorsement of 
the Bill when it met on Dec. 13th, 
but the idea was quickly abandon¬ 
ed. 

When Council did meet on die 
13th no motion to approve the Bill 
was even tabled. 

This was a major set-b^k for ^e 
Commonwealdi, which had reason 
to hope that Councillors who had 
sat through all the negotiations 
would be ready to support the Bill. 

^ If the issu9 had been forced on the 
1 13th ThejMews believes chat a mo¬ 
tion to support the Bill would not 
have beeh agreed to by the neces¬ 
sary five out of eight elected Coun¬ 
cillors, and would have failed*., 

A defeat in C^ncil would noi^l 
have had any legal effect oh the 
Commonwealth but would have left 
it needing to ram the Bill through 
despite the opposition of Norfolk’s 
only elected refitesentatives. 

The inability of the Bill to stand 
a vote at Council’s first meeting 
after its tabling makes a radical 
change in the political situation 
on. Norfqlk. ^ 

Instead of continuing their months 
of collaboration with Mr. Ellicott’s 
plan of action. Councillors are novr 
watching anxiously to see which 
way Island opinions will crystallise, 
and are examining what amend- "" 
ments are necessary to make the 
Bill acceptable to the Island. 

Several Councillors - how many 
is not certain, but probably a rnaj- 
ority -have decided that theyrtan 
not support even an amended/form 
of the Bill unless they are confi¬ 
dent that most Island electors fav¬ 
our it- 

Fhtther negotiation with Mr. El- 
licott has thus become necessary 
before Council is ready to cast its 
voles for or against any form of 

I -j' f *. f t 

The renewed negotiations will 
involve some highly controversial 
points. 

These may include the benefits 


from Norfolk’s ocean zone, Island 
control pver tax money raised on 
the Islaijtd, and the fight to deter¬ 
mine wttat levels of social welfare 
benefits are appropriate tor die Isl¬ 
and. 

Still iii(xe coimpversial, consid- 
1 ering the^olonlalist ideas Austra- 
" lia has re-asserled in the Bill, arc 
recognition of the Island’s separate 
and distinct status, rising out of the 
terms of the 1914 hand-over, and 
the right of the pieople of the Isl¬ 
and to self-determination under 
U«N, principles that Australia has 
endorsed internationally. 

It seems probabje that Councillors 
did'no.t ask Mr. ^licott, during the 
five months of negotiations, for a 
clear, public statement of the C(»n- 
monwealth's position on these basic 
Issues. Y' i ^ 

Councillors r^ayjiave assumed 
that Mr. Ellicdtt had no authority 
to yield on these issues, and may 
have refrained from raising them 
in order to avoid confrontation and 
keep the negotiations alive. 

The negotiations appeared to have 
ended in October, but it is now ob¬ 
vious that only the first phase has 
ended. 

The new phase now' starting will 
undoubtedly have to gjrapple with 
specific points that seemed too 
controversial to raise before. 

As a result, the negotiations seem 
ceruin to bring either important 
amendments in the Bill, or a new 
crisis in the Commonwealth’s rela¬ 
tions witfr the ialaiud. 

Full Cp^/eiage 
of Uie Bill 

COU^JOL QUO'fes - P, 12 

SPECIAL SECFibN STARTS P.26 - 
►THE NEWS’S OWN '^PLANA- 
TORY MEMORANDUM" 

►UNTRUE "FACTS" PUT OUT 
►WHAT NIMMO OFFERED - 
WHAT COUNCIL GOT 
►U.N. AND AUSTRALIAN 
j-^iCIES j, if 
►GAINS AND LOSSES 

Editorial: Page34 
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jewellery and 
green jade statuettes 
direct from Peking 


diamonds, rubies, 
emeralds, sapphires 

opals 
and amber I 


rom the Baltic Sea 


ONLY DIRECT IMPORTS 



Taylor’s Rd. - The Exclusive Shopping Centre 

NOW ON DISPLAY -- AN ELEGANT SELECTION OF GOLD CHARM BRACELETS AND CHARMS 


Pitcairners 
Lose in Bill 

The Society of Descendants of the 
Pitcairn Settlers met early in De¬ 
cember and debated the Bill, The 
News understands that some members- 
were outraged by the Bill ('’The 
Council ought to resign as a body, ” 
one said.) But the Society apparent¬ 
ly did not put the matter to any vote. 
Instead it invited Councillors to at¬ 
tend a Society meeting on December 
llth and answer questions about the 
Bill, 

The Pitcairners* homeland rights 
on Norfolk, which have always been 
upheld by Administration policies on 
the Island but never written into law, 
are probably lost under the BilU 

At present, Pitcairn descendants 
overseas can move to Norfolk and 
live here. Council has been working 
for several years to get amended Im¬ 
migration Ordinance approved by 
Australia, but it is still in limbo. 
Under the Bill, the Commonwealth 
would have to agree (as at present) 
to any change in the existing Ordi¬ 
nance, More importantly, th<fe Ad¬ 
ministrator would be required to fol¬ 
low any Ministerial instructions on 
day-to-day immigritifoa policies. 

As the Minister is required to observe - 
Australia's Racial Discrimination 
Act, he would be forbidden to allow 
any favouritism for Pitcairn descen¬ 
dants as such. 

The Racial Discrimination Act 
was intended to protect racial mi¬ 
norities against laws restricting 
their rights because of their race. 

In Norfolk the Act has the reverse 
effect - depriving the Island's home 
race from continuing to enjoy prefer¬ 
ence they have had ever since 1856. 
The Act is a classic case of an Aust¬ 
ralian law being imposed on Nor¬ 
folk and having a harmful effect 
that was never intended by the men 
who drafted the law. 


Gates Study: 
No| pil Feb. 

PROF. R;-<(||?|5ATBI, the indepen¬ 
dent economist who is analysing 
Norfolk Island's economy, visited 
the Island in November to continue 
learning about the place. 

He told The News that census 
forms filled out by residents had 
been almost fully recorded into 
computer memories, and the forms 


themselves were about ready to be 
incinerated. 

The census had gone extremely 
smoothly. Prof. Gates said. He 
and Prof. Malcolm Treadgold, his 
associate in the study, found there 
were fewer problems and less con¬ 
fusion than they had expected. There 
was little need for checking back to 
clarify information. 

The Norfolk Island study is far 
from complete, and is not expected 
to be tabled in Parliament until Feb¬ 
ruary. Prof. Gates and his wife are 
hoping to visit the Island for a holi¬ 
day in January. 

The report may cover a very wide 
range of Norfolk matters, including 
the Island’s long-established commun¬ 
ity style of looking after.pcople in 
need. Prof. Gates, one of the com¬ 
missioners on the massive Henderson 
Report study of poverty in Australia, 
is known to favour community hand¬ 
ling of welfare, rather than Canberra- 
centred welfare systenns. 


‘HONOUR HUMAN 
RIGHTS’-FRASER! 

IN A STATEMENT issued Dec. llth 
Prime Minister Malcolm Fraser re¬ 
newed Australia's pledge to support 
the UN Universal Declaration of Hu¬ 
man Rights and encouraged people 
everywhere to honour its terms, 

Mr. Fraser made no mention of 
Article 21 of the Declaration, which 
states that ’’The will of the people 
shall be the basis of the authority of 
government", nor of his Govern¬ 
ment's repeated refusal to allow the 
people of Norfolk to express their 
will about their form of govern¬ 
ment, nor of the fact that it is en¬ 
tirely within his power as Prime 
Minister to order the observance of 
Article 21 in Australia's admlnistra- 
don of Norfolk. 

Australia Takes 
Inventory of Its’ 
Treasures Here 

REPRESENTATIVES of Australia's 
National Heritage Commission 
visited the Island last month for 
talks with the Administrator and 
Council - and to oversee an inven¬ 
tory of ’’Australia's" historic build¬ 
ings and their contents bare. 

Mr. David Yencken of the.Com- 
mission told Councillors that Aust¬ 
ralia is planning an elaborate book 
in colour showing the main places 


in Australia's heritage, and feels it 
is important that Norfolk Island be 

CqiUhciil^ seemito agree that it 
would be good for Norfolk tourism 
to hav6 the Kingston buildings more 
widely known, and there continues 
to be strong Council support'for the 
restoration program. It was com¬ 
menced by die Island some years ago, 
but was put onto a far more exten¬ 
sive and more professional footing 
after Australia's National Trust per¬ 
suaded the Conimonwealth to take 
over the work. 

But there is strong resistance on 
the Island to the idea that Kington 
and other historic parts of the Island 
are Australian property, and sub¬ 
ject to exclusive Commonwealth 
control. The agreement on which 
the Pitcairn race accepted Norfolk 
as its new homeland in 1866 was 
that all the Island's buildings ex¬ 
cept those not needed for habitation 
were to pecome the Pitcairners' - 
and the few other buildings, includ¬ 
ing the old, now-vanished gaol, 
were to be "reserved for public pur¬ 
poses" of the community. 

Norfolk Island was made a separ¬ 
ate and distinct British colony, un¬ 
connected with any ether, for the 
Pitcairners. Australia's claiin to 
"ownership" of the public lands and 
historic buildings is based on the fact 
that in 1914 Australia took over re- 
y sponsibility for ditoinisterihg the 
Island. 


New Deal for Abos 

QUSENSI^ND is planning to "lib¬ 
eralise" its laws governing Aborigin¬ 
als and Torres Strait islanders - and 
has promised to review the situation 
again in five years. 

The State's "Abcxiginal and Island¬ 
er Commission" tabled a report at the 
end of November recommending that 
progressive changes be made in the 
State laws. 

Among the changes proposed by 
the Commission is that the expression 
Aborigiaal "reserves" shpuld be dis¬ 
continued, and called "communities" 
instead. It is also proposed that the 
term ’^ennits" should not be used 
any more. Laws should refer to "per¬ 
mission" instead. 

It is planned to set up a permanent 
Aboriginal and islander commission. 
Queensland's Minister for Aboriginal 
and Islander Affairs said this would 
be "a significant step which ensures 
that all Aboriginal and islander citi¬ 
zens have access to State Government 
at die hipest and most effective level. 
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gth: Rigid ’ 

60 Kg/cm^ressure to a depth of 600 metres. Unified 
structure of case and back cover ensures water 
resistance during prolonged periods under water. 
Tempered crystal face glass. Durable, pliable 
urethane band fits comfortably. 

Accuracy: Thie Quartz crystal oscillating at 
32,768 Hz gives extremely high accuracy. 

Highly reliable. C / MOS-LSI used for elec¬ 
tronic circuit. A step motor advances the 
second hand second by second. 


The Citizen Quartz divers watch model no. 60-0997-50. 


Advanced features: Click stop for accurate time 
setting. Power conservation switch for longer 
power cell life. Luminous hands and dial. 

Reliability: One year operation from one silver 
oxide power cell. Click stop mechanism 
prevents hands from being turned through 
shocks to case. Crown is fixed to double 
packed structure by a screwlock to prevent 
variation in the packing compressibility in 
cases of extreme shock. 


© /^TnnT' I 

JL Izj JlilM 

a full range at 

-PRENTICE’S- 

THE DIGITAL WATCH CENTRE 











Scramblers for 

RADIO TELEPHONE capacity for 
handling overseas calls to and from 
Norfolk jumped by 50?: on December 
1st, when an additional radio circuit 
was added to the lsland*s already- 
existing two circuits. 

’'Scramblers” have also been put 
into operation here and in Sydney, 
so that residents* overseas conversa¬ 
tions can no longer be understood 
on home short-wave receiving sets. 

An Overseas Telecommunications 
Compiissjlon officer in Sydney told 
The News that the OTC was pub¬ 
licising Norfolk’s additional capa¬ 
city for handling calls, but said that 
the installation of scrambling equip- 


Rnds at Old 
Crank Mill 

ARCHEOLOGISTS may be called in 
to help with excavations to clear 
out the basement of Norfolk’s historic 
Crank Mill. 

The ruined building, now in the 
first stages of restoration, has been 
roofless fcx many years, and several 
feet of dirt and dust have gradually 
built up on the original earth floor. 

In digging the dirt aw^ay, restora¬ 
tion crew members have come across 
relics of the convict era - bits of 
tools, glass and other objects. 

There could be more, possibly 
iaciuding some of historic value, 
and the supervising architects think 
that archeologists, digging gently 
with small excavation tools, might 
be able to unearth them without 
damage. 


Canberra says no 

CANBHdRA ELECTORS rejected plans 
for what the Commonwealth called 


both sides 

ment was not being publicised on 
the mainland because other remote 
areas served by OTC radio phones 
were still broadcast "in the clear" 
and people In those areas mig^t ob¬ 
ject to Norfolk’s having been given 
scramblers. 

The kerfuffle over scramblers be¬ 
gan in 1977, when it was believed 
Siat pro-Norfolk "freedom filters" 
and ie establishment forces were 
eaves-dropping on one another’s 
calls. Scrambling equipment was 
promptly flown in for the Admini¬ 
strator’s phone, bringing a protest 
in Council that private residents de¬ 
served the same assurance of privacy. 


"self-government" at a referendum 
on November 25th. 

The Capital Territory is administer¬ 
ed by Hon. R.J. Ellicott under a Nor- 
folk-like system which the Melbourne 
Age describes as "more akin to the 
neocolonial rule in British Crown 
Colonies during the 1890s than to mod¬ 
ern representative democracy." 

Canberra already has a Legislative 
Assembly. Mr. Ellicott was quoted 
by the Canberra Times last July as 
saying "I do try to take the Legisla¬ 
tive Assembly view seriously where 
I can." 

The defeat of two other new types ' 
of government had been predicted be¬ 
fore the referendum. The Age re¬ 
ported that Canberra voters realized 
that "the degree of self-government 
offered is so heavily qualified as to 
be almost non-existent. 

‘ The Commonwealth proposed that 
Canberra’s Legislative Assembly 
should be allowed to take executive 
control of matters such as the Board¬ 
ing Houses (Unclaimed Goods) Ordi¬ 
nance, the Dog Control Ordinance, 
the Cemeteries Ordinance and the 
Enemy Raids Precaution Ordinance 
1942. 






THE PEOPLE WHO CHOOSE the Fletcher Christian holiday 
apartments often seem to be the sort of Australians and 
New Zealanders you would expect to be staying at 
the more expensive hotels wherever they travel. 
Perhaps they enjoy good value as much as 
anyone else - for our rates are a fraction of 
those at Norfolk’s most costly accommodation 
houses. 

Tw elve fully-equipped apartments, in lovely, 
quiet grounds - yet wiAin a few minutes* walk of 
the Island's best shopping and fine restatirwts.* 



(HOLIDAY APARTMENTS / P.O.Box 144 / Tel. 2169 / Cables "MisterChristlan' 
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Letters to the editor 


"Stay Independent" 
says repeat visitor 

Dear Sir. 

After spending six weeks, over the 
past three years, holidaying in that 
delightful island of yours, 1 am 
amazed and bewildered at the ap¬ 
parent apathy, or is it fear of re¬ 
prisal, that residents do not express 
throu^ your paper their feelings 
concerning the problems facing them. 

Following talks with a number of 
pe ople, as well as listening to com - 
ments from other visitors, it occurs 
to me ^at some may feel it abhorent 
to have their thoughts and reasons 
available for others to criticise when 
it appears in printed form. Surely 
such expressions of opinion are worthy 
of discussion and some action may 
be taken after mature consideration 
when views are known. 

Norfolk Island is not only a beau¬ 
tiful place in which to live* work 
or have a restful and enjoyable holi¬ 
day. Its residents are, without ex¬ 
ception, friendly, courteous and 


helpful. Many, I believe, do not 
’ appreciate the efforts that have been 
and which are continuing to be 
made to, keep it free from outside 
control and most appealing to over¬ 
seas tourists, and naturally of great¬ 
er benefit to the this island’s per¬ 
manent population. 

Few, 1 think, of those who have 
holidayed in Australia or New Zea¬ 
land, have considered the problems 
affecting the economy of ^ese coun¬ 
tries. They have overlooked the 
huge financial burdens imposed on 
all members of the community as 
a result of many ill-considered de¬ 
mands of the few. Instead they ap¬ 
pear to have been mesmerised by 
the sky-scrapers, the huge depart¬ 
ment stores, the variety of entertain¬ 
ment and felt that Norfolk Island 
was losing out. 

Do diese travellers realise diat it 
is cheaper for the Australian family 
to go overseas for a holiday than it 
is for them to visit resorts in other 
States of the Commonwealth? 

Norfolk Islanders belong to an in¬ 
dependent part of the South Pacific. 

1 trust they will always maintain 


that independence and support those, 
many wi^ years of overseas exper¬ 
ience, who are endeavouring to en¬ 
sure its characteristics are recognised. 

Jt is obvious that there is a great 
deal of reticence to stand up and be 
counted when others, living in an¬ 
other land, wish to incorporate them, 
and/or impose regulations which are 
generally unacceptable. 

I do not know what encouragement 
or appreciation is tendered to those 
who have spent so much time re¬ 
searching the history of the Island, 
and deliberated over a lengthy per¬ 
iod on jMToposals which can be placed 
on the agenda for discussion with the 
Australian Government regarding 
the new Constitution now before the 
members of Parliament. 

Have the opponents, i.e. those 
who wish to have Australian old-age 
and other security benefits, such as 
for unemployment, with ultimate 
union interference, ever given thought 
to the cost of these ’wonderful* golden 
handouts? Have they ever considered 
the costs, and the obvious results, 
particularly the almost overnight de¬ 
mise of the tourist industry. Then 
will automatically come the closure 
of those fascinating and exciting 
shops in Burnt Pine, not forgetting 
the inability to enjoy so many de- 


COMPAGNIE DES CHARGEURS CALEDONIENS Ice NOUMEA/R.C. no. M B 2903 



OPERATING A FOUR-WEEKLY SERVICE ft<Mn SYDNEY and from AUCKLAND/TAURANGA 


C.C.C, AGENTS IN SYDNEY ; Hetberington Kingsbury Pty. Ltd. 37 Pitt St.. Tel. 27.1671 
C.C.C. AGENTS IN AUCKLAND; Sofrana Unilines. 42 Customs Street, Tel. 73279 


C.C.C. AGENTS IN NORFOLK ISLAND; 



Telephone 2131 (Ken or Enid) 2 018 (Geoff) 
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lightful evening meals in the hotels 
and guest houses. Finally, with the 
departure of the tourist, will come 
that dreaded, heartbreaking and 
misery c^u^ng disease - unemploy¬ 
ment. 

Norfolk Islanders have not yet 
achieved the autonomy it requires 
and deserves. It is time everyone 
who is affected by the proposed 
changes should make the effort to 
ensure it gets proper control of its 
future perm^ently established. 

May 1 hope that you will be 
swamped with expressions of sup¬ 
port for those dedicated men and 
women who want to maintain Nor¬ 
folk Island as the 'Gem of the South 
Pacific*. 

With sincere good wishes for all 
whom I have met in Norfolk. 

A.R. HASLER, 
SYDNEY. 

Essential trust 
should be nitual 

Dear Sir, 

The most objectionable feature 
of the Norfolk Island Bill, as I see 
it, is that it makes clear that the 
people of Norfolk Island are required 
to take the Australian Government 
on trust, anticipating they will not 
do any of the things the Bill express¬ 
ly says they may do so long as we 
behave ourselves; but that they will 
ot trust the Island Government to 
act responsibly in such matters as 
fixing the rates of payment of so¬ 
cial services and the salaries and 
llowances of its legislators. 

Why should the Island Govern¬ 
ment be required to find the money 
for items the cost of which is fixed 
by an outside authority? 

As long as an element of trust 
is essential it should be mutual. 

This Bill does not encourage it. 

Peter Middleton. 


Would like to leam 
■ore about Norfolk 

Dear Sir, 

I am very interested in collecting 
stamps (bo^ Mint and used) from the 
Australian Dependencies and Papua- 
New Guinea. 

In the past, I have been able to 
work to earn the money to spend on 
this fascinating hobby without depriv¬ 
ing my family, (I have 3 sons) but 
because of arthritis, I have had to 
give up my job and can no longer 
afford to spend money on **my hobby”. 

I also enjoy letter-writing and am 
very keen to learn more about the 
countries whose stamps I have been 
collecting so would really enjoy 
corresponding with of your read¬ 
ers who are interested in Australia 
and who would also like to swap 
their countries’ stamps for Australian 
ones. 

I have lived in both country and 
city and, together with my husband 
and children, have travelled exten¬ 
sively throughout the soudiern half 
of Australia, so feel fairly well 
qualified to supply some informat¬ 
ive details about Australia in gen¬ 
eral, as well as the day-to-day do¬ 
ings of an average Australian fam- 
ily. 

I would be most grateful if you 
could publish my letter, or ask your 
readers to contact me at my adless. 

(Mrs.) Marlene Windsor, 

6 Anderson Way, 
Thornlie. 6108 
Western Australia. 

Long^tlne Prouds 
tean say thanks 

Dear Sir, 

Due to the take-over of Prouds 
(Norfolk Island) Limited we wish 


to advise the people of Norfolk 
Island and our tourist friends that 
we terminated our employment as 
manageress and manager with that 
Company as of the Ist December, 

1918. ' 

We wish to thank you all for your 
patronage and kindness during our 
six years in office and we take this 
opportunity to wish you a Merry 
Christmas and a very Happy New 
Year. 

Lorha'& Jack Richardson. 

Who can assess best? 
Who will bear cost? 

Dear Sir, 

The Australian government has de¬ 
cided that the fixing of social welfare 
benefits is too onerous a resppnsibil- 
Ity to be borne by our elected repre¬ 
sentatives. 

In 1856 the Pitcairners brought to 
Norfolk Island a sense of social jus¬ 
tice which has been practised accord¬ 
ing to the needs and?conscience of 
the community to this day. 

In 1914 Australia assumed the right 
to control the island but has only now, 
belatedly, accepted that the right 
also involved responsibility In this 
area. •'‘ 

Who, then, is better qualified to 
assess the local needs and who will 
continue to bear the cost? 

Alan Payne. 

Editor catebes 
holy hell 

Dear Sir, ■ c- , 

I have read with inteieK ibe aii&tie 
headed ”Move to Mt.Ni 1. ' ? 

back under contror* on page 28 bf^ 
the Novemba/December 1978 issue.. 
of The Norfolk Island News . I do 
not propose to comment on it until 
1 have completed my coicespofjdence 


‘HEY - LET’S GO TO THE MOVIES TONIGHT!” 






SCREENING LATEST- RELEASE FILMS EVERY NIGHT BUT TUESDAY 8PM 
RING 2069 TO FIND WHAT’S ON TONIGHT - NO RESERVE SEATS SO BUY TICKETS AHEAD TO BE SURE 

UITQ "AUCE COOPER" - Pop - "NOVEMBER PLAN” -Drama - "BLACK EMANUELLE" - 
Diva ni I O Sex - “SLAUGHTER’S BIG RIP-OFF" - Police drama - "THE TOWN THAT DREAD- 
cpupni 11 pn ED SUNDOWN" - Thriller - "BIG WEDNESDAY" -Comedy/drama - "SEMI- 
TOUGH" - great football comedy - THE LAST WALTZ" -Pop 

Large range of feature FILMS FOR HIRE - - New & 2nd- hand sound PROJECTORS - - Projector SERVICE, spares in stoclT 
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with those persons to whom my let¬ 
ter dtied 8 September 1978 was ad¬ 
dressed. 

However I feel compelled to make 
two observations. The first is that I 
have been reading newspapers like 
The Sydney Morning Herald and 
magames like tnd <ibristian 
magaeines like Cbistianity Today 
for over diirty years and i nave never 
during that time come across an edi¬ 
tor who was so churlish as to asterisk 
and comment on three or four very 
insignificant and obvious typographi¬ 
cal errors. Any cdittpetent editor 
usually simply corrects such errors. 

My second observation is by way. 
of a quoutioQ from The New York 
Times Manual of Style and t^sa^ 

which at page 177 reads as foUws 

"Rev. t the. The Rev. John P. 
Manley (or the Rev. Joan Manley). 
For most Hrotestants the normal 
second reference is Mr. or Mrs. or 
Mis^ but never die Rev. Manley 
..Never use Rev. with¬ 
out the preceding the except in 


headlines. And whenever Rev. is 
used, even in headlines, it must 
be followed by a given name or 
initials: Rev. Jolm Manley. ** 

”The New York Ttoes Manual of 

Style and Usage Quadrangle/ 

the Wew times Book Company 
third printing May 1976) 

The Reverend B G Marsh 

P. S. If you look carefully at page 
28 you will find diat you have print¬ 
ed "benefits** whereas my letter 
reads "benefit". You never know. 
You might find other such typogra¬ 
phical errors if you look carefully! 

I have not checked. That one just 
caught my eye. 

The News comments: . 

We^ll be delisted to have Mr. 
Marih's comments on the News 
article after he has completed his 
correspondence with the Administra¬ 
tor. Churlish editors are tuppence 
a dozen, but a churlish clergyman 
is something special. 


NEWS FROM 

rne othb^ tuANvs 

PolyMtia Mai an e ela Micronesia 


LHI rapreswtatlves 
bilateral ^ secrecy 

AN EPIDEMIC OF '*CouncilUtis Gran- 
diou" - a political disease in which 
elected representatives of the people 
are mysteriously afflicted widi a tem¬ 
porary impairment of their memories 
and sense of direction - has been de¬ 
tected in the Southwest Pacific. 

Latest to be hit by the hi^ly-con- 
ugeous phenomenon is Lord Howe 
Island, only 840 km weit of Norfolk. 

The Lord Howe Island Committee, 
the only body elected to speak for 
residents, has been asked by NSW 
Premier Neville Wran to submit a 
sutement of Lord Howe*s major issues 
and problems, to be uken into ac¬ 
count as die State re-writes the Lord 
Howe island Act. . 

The chairman of die Committee, 
Mr. Bruce McFadyeo, told a public 
meeting of Island^s on November 
27th that the contents of the letter 
would be kept secret from the elec¬ 
tors until after it had been posted. 

Mr, Rodney Thompson asked him 


"When you formulate your proposal, 
will you give the people time to de¬ 
cide if it is actually what they want ?** 

Mr. McFadyeo said *1 believe it is 
absolutely urgent that a letter go. 1 
certainly don*t intend to have a meet¬ 
ing about the letter, but 1*11 make 
the letter public, which gives the 
people the opportunity one way ot 
another to aj^ee or dUagree. ** 

Asked when that would be, he 
said "The letter we intend to write 
will come up at the next Council 
meeting " which will be in secret 
session. "1 am quite happy to make 
it public when we post it. '* 

The symptoms of the particular 
strain of Councillitis Grandiosa on 
Lord Howe are so similar to those ob¬ 
served on Norfolk that urgent word 
has been sent asking if Norfolk has 
found any effective cure. Meanwhile 
residents have been applying home 
remedies boiled up under the palm 
trees: 

•A petition signed by just over 
two-thirds of all Lord Howe residents 
has been presented to the Committee. 
It asks die Committee "as our elect- 


''Fight on, 

Norfolk friends" 

Dear Sir, 

1 read with much interest a snip¬ 
pet from an editorial of yours, 
quoted in June *78 P.I.M. My 
heart aches for you and your people. 
However, if your island does be¬ 
come part of Australia you will 
have learnt early a bitter lesson - 
never trust the word of an Aust¬ 
ralian Federal (or State either) pol¬ 
itician until what he has promised 
has, in actuality, become fact. 

God forbid (and I mean that in 
all reverence) #iat you should be 
forced against your will to be put 
under the thumb of the corrupt and 
defiled administration which often . 
makes me ashamed to be called 
an Australian. 

Fight on, Norfolk friend, and 
may the victory be yours. 

(Mrs.) Linda Laveson, 
Queensland. 


ed representatives, to take every ac¬ 
tion possible to have Tslandcr prefer¬ 
ence’ as defined in the Lord Howe 
Island Act (1953) retained in all mat¬ 
ters of land tenure in any future 
legislation." 

• A resident at the public meet¬ 
ing told the Committee "You were 
elected by us to be our representat¬ 
ives, and although we have faith in 
you I don’t know that we have the 
faith for you to write a letter in the 
next three days and to let us know 
what you have sent after you have 
sent it." 

•The Lord Howe Island "Signal” 
ran a blistering editorial. It read 
in part as follows:- 

"Politicians elected to our State 
Legislature proceed, throughout dielr 
term of office, to take actions and 
enact laws for the day to day admin¬ 
istration of the State. However, 
when major constitutional changes 
are to be made the matters are referr¬ 
ed to the people of the Sute. Argu¬ 
ments and cases for alternatives are 
prepared and a referendum is held. 

‘The same procedure could well 
be followed here on Lord Howe Isl¬ 
and. We have just elected our Island 
Committee and we look to them to 
carry out their duties to contribute 
to ^e day to day administration of 
die Island. 

"We are about to have major con¬ 
stitutional changes and we are fortun¬ 
ate indeed to have a Premier and 
Ministers who have instructed the 
Comminee to "asceruin the wishes 


1 0 
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of Island residents'*. 

"it should have all been plain sail¬ 
ing. Suggestions could have been 
called for, cases for and against 
prepared, and the Committee could 
organised a referendum (a secret bal¬ 
lot) and the wishes of the majority 
could have been established. 

’'But something went horribly wrong. 
Instead of even raising any aspect of 
the Act and suggested amendments, 
the Committee went off to Sydney 
and the only report (verbal) we've 
had of that visit was full of phases 
like "we asked for”... ”it was accept¬ 
able tTus"... "we came up with 
four or poinS^'... Ve are not al¬ 
together happy about it^*~etc. ” 

The public outcry had some effect. 
A public meeting was called for De¬ 
cember 4th, at which the Committee 
was to present its proposed suggestions. 
But the public's views were not to be 
incorporated into the submission. 

If received by the Committee in 
writing, they were to be forwarded 
to the Premier along with the Com¬ 
mittee's message. 

Gernany back again - 
vlth a new approach 

ABOUT 60 years have passed since 
Germany was last a force to be reckon¬ 


ed with in the South Pacific. 

But.the recent visit of the West 
German [Resident, Mr. Walter Scheel, 
to New Zealand and Australia indi¬ 
cates the federal republic's re-awaken¬ 
ed interest in the region. 

Germany's colonial links with West¬ 
ern Samoa, Tonga and Papua New 
Guinea were broken after the First 
World War and Germany disappeared 
from the region. In recent months, 
the West German Government has 
been working hard to renew relation¬ 
ships with the islands. 

West Germany has recently promis¬ 
ed more than $10 million in aid over 
several years to Western Samoa and 
Tonga. It has signed an agreement 
to provide Western Samoa with a 
5000-tonne ship for inter-island trade 
and will offer Tonga the same. 

An evaluation of what Papua New 
Guinea needs in the way of develop¬ 
ment aid is now under way. 

The winds of change have already 
swept through the German Embassy 
in Wellington. A new ambassador 
was appointed this year and the em¬ 
bassy has been given regional respon¬ 
sibility for Papua New Guinea, West¬ 
ern Samoa, Tonga and Fiji. The 
Solomon Islands are likely to be add¬ 
ed to the list soon. 

Dr* Claas Knoop, a secretary at 


the embassy traces the new West 
German interest ih the Pacific to 
British entry into the European Com¬ 
mon Market and the Lome Conven¬ 
tion of 1976 which provided for com¬ 
munity aid to Former British posses¬ 
sions in the Soudi Pacific. 

This aid from the Common Mar¬ 
ket is expected to amount to some¬ 
where between $30 million and $50 
million by 1980, a big sum for the 
South Pacific. 

But foreign affairs experts say West 
Germany's sudden interest in the 
Pacific cannot be divorced for the 
higher profile it now adopts in inter¬ 
national affairs throughout the world. 

South Pacific Ganes 
will be a big show 

BETWEEN 2400 and 2500 competitors 
will take part in next year's South 
Pacific Games in Suva. 

This is the estimate given by the 
secretary of the South Pacific Games 
organising committee, Brian Wight- 
man. 

This is more than the number of 
competitors who took part in the 
Commonwealth Games at Edmon- • 
ton, Canada, this year. 

Mr. Wigbtman said 2148 took 
part in the Commonwealth Games. 


COME LOOK^US UP FOR SOME OF THE BEST & CHEAPEST SHOPPING ON NORFOLK - 

NORFOLK SOUVENIRS 



We are hard to'find because we're back in behind other 
shops along Taylor's Road. It's worth looking for us, 
because we have 1, 000$ of items, at old-fashioned 
prices that you'll want to compare with those el^where. 

Our shop is also nice to visit because it's a handsome 
pine cottage, in a garden setting next to the ruins of the 
old Norfolk bakery. The furnishings are made from mass¬ 
ive chunks of Norfolk Pine. 

Our entry drive is across the road from Four Corners 
shop. If you get lost, ask anybody where we are. It is 
only a few minute's walk up the street from the Post 
off ice and the Tourist Bureau. 


LOCALLY-MADE HANDCRAFTS -- SHELL COLLECTIONS -- NORFOLK PAINTINGS 
AND PRINTS -- NOVELTIES -- BEAUTIFUL JEWELLERY AT REAL BARGAIN PRICES 
-- JADE, OPALS, AGATE, CORAL, MOT H£R-OF-P EA RL, SI L V E R A ND G O LD - P LA TE D 
NATURAL SHELL JEWELLERY -- NORFOLK ISLAND STAMPS -- GLASSWARE -- 
REALLY NICE BUT CHEAP .GIFTS THAT EVERYONE BACK HOME WILL APPRECIATE 
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®ouncil'TJ‘ranscript 


FOR NORFOLK-WATCHERS 
WHO LIKE KNOWING WKAT 
COUNCILLORS REALLY SAID, 
AND WHERE THEY STAND 


DECEMBER 13^ was the first public 
Norfolk Island Council meeting 
following the announcement of the 
Norfolk Island Bill 1978 - Australians 
formula for governing die Island in 
die years ahead. 

Councillors had been discussing 
the Bill in secret with Minister R. J. 
ElUcott for months, and had been 
unable to speak to anyone about 
what was being negotiated. 

But on December 13& the lid was 
off at last, and radio listeners all 
over the Island were anxious to hear 
what their elected representatives 
thouglit about the Bill, as it had fi¬ 
nally been introduced in Parliament. 

Administrator D.V. O’Leary in¬ 
troduced the subject with a message 
that leaned heavily on Councillors. 
He reminded diem that they had al¬ 
ready gone through the draft Bill, 
paragraph by paragraph, with Can- 
bena authorities, two times. He 
reminded them of Mr. Ellicott's 
praise to the House of Represenut- 
ives - **1 would take this opportun¬ 
ity to place on record my appre¬ 
ciation of the work done by the 
members of the present Norfolk 
Island Council who took up office 
in July of this year, and those of 
the previous Council, towards the 
preparation of suitable legislation 
for the future government of Nor¬ 
folk Island. ** 

The Administrator's message 
could not have been more clear: 
support the Minister, gentlemen. 

He's done the right thing by you. 

You do the right thing by him. 

President of Committees Bill 
Blucher announced that he would 
like to read a sutement on behalf 
of all the elected Councillors. 

The statement turned out to be 
nodiing but a precis of the Bill it¬ 
self. No comments. No support. 

No opposition. No worries. No 
expression of a Norfolk Island point 
of view. No judgment on whether 
it would be good for the Island, or 
bad for the Island. No commit¬ 
ment. one way or another. Noth¬ 
ing but a boil-down of Australia's 
BUI. 

How could it be? Why was Coun¬ 
cil so non-commital on the most 
important matter in recent Norfolk 
Island history? 

Council seemed to be acting like 
a group of Zombies, but under the 
surface the tension was serious. 

Mr. ElUcott had done a profession¬ 
al. high-level Job of **negotiating" 


with Council over the details of a 
Bill that Australia could have writ¬ 
ten years ago. Three, perhaps four. 
Councillors saw the Bill as a start 
toward some bits of self-government 
for Norfolk, and thought they should 
trust Mr. Ellicott and put their weight 
behind it. 

But four, perhaps five, of the 
Councillors had serious worries about 
the Bill. They weren't about to vote 
in favour of it on the 13th - but they 
weren't sure enough of their ground 
to stand up and oppose it. 

So they all agreed to say nodiing, 
for the time being. Perhaps the 
people of the Island would tell them 
what to do before Council meets 
again on January 10th. 

The insufficient support for the 
Bill among Councillors was a grave 
setback for Mr. Ellicott and the 
Commonwealth. If Councillors 
weren't willing to support the Bill, 
after months of tender care from 
Mr. Ellicott himself, who on Nor¬ 
folk would support it? 

Whether Council’s hesitation and 
doubt will fade away, and change 
into solid approval for the Bill, re¬ 
mains to be seen. It seems unlikely. 
The question residents are asking is - 
What's in it for Norfolk? The Coun¬ 
cil knows pretty clearly what's in 
the Bill, If it were really good for 
Norfolk Island, they would have 
been happy, to say so on the 13th. 

Their silence meant that the Bill 
just isn't good enough to support, 
in its present form. 

THE MEETING on the 13th dealt 
with two other matters that shed 


light on Ausnalia's plans for the 
Island - although neither one was 
meant to be concerned with the 
Norfolk Island Bill. 

Mr. Ellicott had said, in intro¬ 
ducing the Bill, "Tjbe success of 
the arrangements now proposed will 
depend greaUy on the maintenance 
of close CO-operation between the 
Commonwealth Government and 
the Norfolk Island Legislative As¬ 
sembly. .. the only wcxkable meth¬ 
od of proceeding is by way of con¬ 
sensus. " 

Co-operation and consensus were 
needed on two practical, imme¬ 
diate issues railed December 13th, 
and here's how they went. 

Coin issue fot Norfolk Island 
The islanct supporting itself fi¬ 
nancially, could earn an estimated 
$25C, 000 a year if It issued its own 
coins, to circulate alongside Aust¬ 
ralian coins on the Island. Almost 
all British territories take advantage 
of this means of adding to local 
revenues, whether they are self- 
governing or still colonies, like Nor¬ 
folk. Council actively began pur¬ 
suing die Idea a few months ago. 

On December 13th the Administra¬ 
tor said he'd had a cable from Can¬ 
berra on the matter. It read: 

"The material, with your memor¬ 
anda 20/12/2 of the 26th of Octo¬ 
ber .and 8th November, has been 
studied in detail by Treasury. Ad¬ 
vice received confirms earlier ad¬ 
vice that a coin Issue for Norfolk 
Island would not be consistent with 
established policy or current legis¬ 
lation. " (CONTINUED ON P.26) 



THE STORY OF THE HISTORIC MELANESIAN MISSION - BASED ON NORFOLK 
FOR MANY YEARS - WHICH LEFT BEHIND THE LOVELY ST. BARNABAS CHA¬ 
PEL HERE. 

"A WONDERFUL EVENT FOR ANYONE WHO CARES ABOUT NORFOLK, " THE 
NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS REVIEW SAID-. "‘MUST* READING FOR EVERY INTEL¬ 
LIGENT RESIDENT. AND NORFOLK VISITORS WHO READ IT WILL FIND IT 
ADDS A NEW DIMENSION TO THEIR HOLIDAYS AND PUTS THEM ONE-UP 
ON MANY LOCALS." 

UMtVEftSttY ' OF OdEENSLA NlTPgES^ K'OWOhl SALE aTlocal ^hOps 
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‘HETTAE’- NORFOLK’S OWN 

HEALTH 
FOOD SHOP 

In the little cottar 
at Aunt Em% 



«c=^ 


$t0M4M 

Come taste nice free sample 



BLAND 

ni—■" A 

HAND" 



Norfolk calendar • best shopping 
Island map* open&p|Qsing times 


In New Cascade Rd. not far from the centre of Burnt Pine. 
Two giant Polynesian Moai statues welcome you at our door, 
to bring you and us happiness and good luck. 



ELVA YAGER*S VALLEY VIEW RESTAURANT 
OPENS SIX NIGHTS A WEEK. 

DINNER IS $6.00 AND INCLUDES AN ENTRfE. 
A CHOICE OF STEAKS, PORK CHOPS, VEAL 
OR FRESH LOCAL FISH, AND A CHOICE OF 
^,§LA.ND DESSERTS. 

FRIDAY NIGHT IS THE FAMOUS ISLAND 
BAKED DINNER FOR ONLY $8.00. 



ELVA YAGER'S 
Valley View Restaurant 


We can choose and prepare our food best if you will please make a reservation by 4.30. 
Ring 2185 - or just leave a note in our letterbox outside, telling us when to expect you. 






















































Wedgwood 

CHINA CRYSTAL JASPER WARE GLASSWARE ACCESSORIES CUFFLINKS 



ALSO PRESENT A FULL RANGE OF 


RQUDS 

Royal Doulton figurines 
Lladro and Dresden figurines 
Hummel and Royal Copenhagen 
The Danish Flora Danica jewellery 



ALL 


ROUDS 


DIAMOND RUBY - SAPPHIRE ■ EMERALD RINGS 

ARE HAND MADE AND WITH EVERY RING 
AN AUSTRALIAN VALUATION CERTIFICATE IS ISSUED 



RDURS 



SPECIALISE IN ALL RING REMAKES 


SHOP AT 


ROURS 





SPECIAL FEATURE FOR VISITORS TO THE ISLAND 


5 CLUES TO UNDERSTANDING NORFOLK 


NORFOLK ISLAND seems to many 
visitors to be a simple, pleasant and 
uncomplicated place. 

But if you care to look more deep¬ 
ly,,, and to gain a more informed un¬ 
derstanding of the Island, you will 
find it is an Intricate as a piece of 
symphonic music. 

If you are one of those more per¬ 
ceptive visitors, wanting to go home 
with a grasp of what the Island is 
really all about, here is a series of 
clues to help start you off. As you 
talk with people on Norfolk you'll 
doubtless hear disagreement on some 
of the opinions given; Islands attract 
individualists, with their own strong 
ideas about many things. Bui the 
subjects are keys to knowing Norfolk. 

1:the people 

There are about 1200 full-time, 
permanent residents. About 500 are 
’Tslanders" - direct descendants of 
the Pitcairn settlers. There are about 
300 Australians and 300 New Zealand¬ 
ers who have settled here; over 100 
of them have married Islanders, and 
so the Pitcairn families all told 
amount to slightly over half the popu¬ 
lation. Jhe Pitcairners hold over 
half of the Island’s freehold and 
Xr 9 wn lease land, and well over half 
of the youngsters at the Norfolk 
school are Pitcairn descendants. 

In addition there are normally sev¬ 
eral hundred people, many of them 
young, from Australia and New Zea¬ 
land, who are here on six montiti 
"work permits" to fill jobs that can’t 
be filled .on the Island - there being 
virtually no unemployment among 
the permanent population. Many of 
these work for relatively low wages 
in the tourist industry, and regard 
their stay on Norfolk as a sort of work¬ 
ing holiday. 

The original Pitcairn settlers came 
to Norfolk in 1856, having been told 
that they could have the entire Island 
and its buildings to divide among 
themselves or to share in common. 
British and, later, Australian author¬ 
ities for generations afterward main¬ 
tained that there had been a mis¬ 
understanding about this, but the Pit¬ 
cairners have always been adamant 
about the original promise. The re¬ 
sulting conflict has led to protests, 
petitions to jdie Queen, inquiries and 
Royal Commissions over the genera¬ 
tions. The official decisions have al¬ 
ways gone against the Pitcairn^s - 
but a set of documents from the 1850s, 


arranged in sequence for the first time 
in 1977 (and available in reprint form 
at shops on the Island) leave little 
doubt that the Pitcairners have been 
right all along. 

Islanders regard themselves as a 
distinct race, have their own tradi¬ 
tions and customs, and speak their 
own language among themselves. 

They have a strong religious tradi¬ 
tion, as well as a gentle, good-na¬ 
tured Polynesian outlook on life. 

They are past masters at sizing up 
"mainlanders" quickly and accurate¬ 
ly - and at tagging nicknames, some 
of them hilarious, on likely candi¬ 
dates. 

2: FINANCES 

Few visitors realise that Norfolk has 
its own independent budget (which is 
in the black), and, rather than hav¬ 
ing a national debt, has a surplus 
from past years invested in the bank 
at interest. 

Norfolk’s public income comes 
from modest customs duties on most 
imports; from the sale of Norfolk pos¬ 
tage stamps; from the operation of a 
local government monopoly on the 
import and sale of beer, wine and 
spirits; and from a range of fairly 
simple taxes and fees on individuals, 
visitor departures, companies, cars 
and so forth. There is no stamp duty 
and no income tax for genuine resi¬ 
dents. The Island was used by Aust¬ 
ralians as an income tax haven for 
some years, but changed Australian 
laws ended this in 1973. 

Ausnalia makes an annual grant 
of $126, 000 to the Island. This is 
about adequate to cover the salaries 
and expenses of the three Australian 
officers who are sent to fill the key 
positions in the Island’s local Admin¬ 
istration. 

Norfolk’s public income pays for 
public works, roads, administration 
salaries, the hospital, school, and a 
3-man police force. Doctors, a 
dentist, schoolteachers and police 
officers are selected and posted here 
through the much-appreciated assist¬ 
ance of the New South Wales and 
Commonwealth governments, but 
Norfolk payi their fares and their 
salaries while they are here. 

Australia's system of social wel¬ 
fare benefitt does nor extend to Nqr- 
folk. The Island has a tradition of 
looking after its own. A weelcly 
"pension" of $35 is paid by the Island 
to a small number of elderly persons 


who need some supplement to their 
personal and family resources. There 
is no one on Norfolk who is alone, un¬ 
known and in need. 

Australia pays for the upkeep of 
the Norfolk airport, vhich is part of 
Ausuallan international air agree¬ 
ments, and for the meteorological 
office, which is a reporting station 
only, sending data needed by the 
Commonwealth weather forecasting 
system. Australia has also paid 
much of the cost of restoring the his¬ 
toric buildings at Kingston, which 
are regarded as part of Australia's 
colonial history. 

3: THE RUINS 

the ruins and restored buildings 
at Kingston are left from a by-gone 
era in the Island’s history, when Nor¬ 
folk served for a time as a prison. 

They are remarkable for two quite 
different reasons^ 

One is that they were handsomely 
and simply designed and laid out in 
Georgian style, arid are one of the 
world's few examples of a Georgian 
village that has not been added to 
and adulterated with more recent 
buildings of later styles. Because 
many of the Kingston buildings are 
in use today - with more to be put 
to use as they are restored - the vill¬ 
age has a current life, rather than 
the disembodied, musty feeling of 
empty relics of the past. 

It is possible, with guidance from 
a local resident who knows or with 
some study of available books, to 
piece together many aspects of how 
a remote community lived 150 years 
ago. Bread, for example, was made 
from grain grown on the Island and 
then ground - in a windmill if the 
wind was blowing (its foundations 
can be seen out at the end of the 
golf cours^; in a watermill if the 
water was flowing (the mill-pond 
and mill ruin are in Watermill Val¬ 
ley); and in a man-operated crank 
mill (near the Kingston pier) when 
that was necessary. 

The other remarkable aspect of 
the Kingston ruins is that they call 
to mind unspeakable cruelty of man 
to man, in the Queen's name, long 
ago. Norfolk Island was for a time 
a prison designed to provide, inten¬ 
tionally, "the harshest punishment 
short of death", and often it did not 
stop short. The prison settlement 
was abandoned, partly because of 
its foul reputation, in the mid 1850s. 

The prisoners’ three-storey gaol 







building is gone. The Pitcairners 
found use for tibe other Kingston build- 
Ings, but the giol was an offence to 
their eyes. It was gradually pulled 
to pieces, with the stone and coral 
used for other buildings, or as rubble 
for surfacing the Island's roads. The 
walls surrounding the prisoners* com¬ 
pound still sund, but the salt spray 
and the sun have bleached away 
much of their grimness. Today they 
are a site of enjoyment, providing 
shelter from the wind for immense 
Island picnics that are held from 
time to time. 

4: COLONY STATUS 

Norfolk Island is one of the few re- : 
maining colonies in the English- ! 
speaking world. This status has be- ] 
come an embarrassment to Australia. 
The Island's form of administration 
was officially proclaimed as "out¬ 
moded and inappropriate" by Aust¬ 
ralia in 1975, and is contrary to 
United Nations covenants endorsed 
by Australia, as well as being a 
strange anachronism in an age when 
free people are expected to have 
democratic government. 

Norfolk has its own distinct laws 
and regulations, but these are made 
by Australia, and Australian law does 
not allow the people of the Island to 
vote for those who make the laws. 

The government is not answerable 
to the people. 

There is an elected Norfolk Island 
Council. Its Chairman is the Aust¬ 
ralian-appointed Administrator. Le¬ 
gally the Council has no power ex¬ 
cept to offer advice to the Admini¬ 
strator, which he can listen to or ig¬ 
nore. As the only elected represent¬ 
atives of the people of the Island, 
however, the Councillors have done 
their best to get democratic govern¬ 
ment restored to Norfolk. In 1977 
they made an appeal to the United 
Nations to prevent Australia from 
annexing the Island without consent, 
and early in 1978 they voted to sup¬ 
port a resisunce movement by people 
of the Island to fight off forced an¬ 
nexation. The conflict was suddenly 
cooled off in May, 1978, by an Aust¬ 
ralian government announcement that 
some self-government would be re¬ 
stored to the Island, and that it 
would not be annexed into the Aust¬ 
ralian system. 

Oddly, the people of Norfolk did 
have democratic self-government 
from ihe time of the Pitcairn settle¬ 
ment in 1856 until 1896, when it 
was terminated by an autocratic Gov¬ 
ernor of New South Wales, acting be¬ 
yond his authority. The Island never¬ 
theless remained a "separate and dis¬ 


tinct settlement" in the British Em¬ 
pire. It ^s never been ceded to 
Australia, but since 1914 it has been 
technically "a territory under the ad¬ 
ministration of Australia." 

In 1976 the Island was angered 
when Australia refused to allow a 
Norfolk Islander, who was heading 
the local government as Deputy Ad¬ 
ministrator, to be ceofirmed as Ad¬ 
ministrator. he resigned from his 
post, and some time later was ap¬ 
pointed Administrator of one of Aust¬ 
ralia's two other colonies, the Cocos 
Islands. 

The Island's current Administrator, 
who is hopefully the last in the 82-year 
sequence of colonial appointees, is 
Mr. D. V. O'Leary. He formerly had 
been the third-ranking officer in Aust¬ 
ralia's "secret service", A.S.I.O. 

He has not indicated that he sees 
anything outmoded or inappropriate 
about the range of undemocratic pow¬ 
ers an Administrator has over the 
Island and its people, and has sought 
to extend them rather than using them 
with restraint. Be is a man of good 
grooming and authoritarian manner. 

He occasionally has cowed the elect¬ 
ed Council by sheer force of personal¬ 
ity, and has been known to confiscate 
film from the camera of a tourist 
snapping pictures of the exterior of 
his official home. Government House. 

Around the Island he may be seen 
driving (or being driven, when a cere¬ 
monial occasion permits) in a white 
Ford sedan provided by the Common¬ 
wealth. It can be recognised by its 
registration plate, A-1, and by the 
miniature gold flagstaff which Mr. 
O'Leary ananged to have sent from 
Australia and affixed to its bonnet. 

5: THE FUTURE 

In 1975 a Royal Commission was 
set up by Australia to recommend 
an acceptable form of government 
for Norfolk. Its recommendation - 
the"Nimmo Report" - was essentially 
that the Island should be annexed in- 
I to Australia and become part of the 
Canberra electorate, and that no 
referendum of the Island’s people 
should be allowed on the matter. 

The Report, often disdainful in tone, 
was found to contain major errors of 
faev When it became apparent 
that Australia planned to follow the 
recommendations regardless, more 
than two-thirds of the Island’s elec¬ 
tors signed solemn declarations say¬ 
ing they opposed being annexed. 

About 157c of residents appeared to 
favour tile proposal, or at least the 
specific idea that Australian welfare 
benefits be paid here. 

After 18 months of struggle, with 


leading roles played by the Council 
and by the Society of Descendants of 
the Pitcairn Settlers - the original 
"Islanders" - Australia finally an¬ 
nounced that the main recommend¬ 
ations of the Nimmo Report had 
been rejected. 

Hon. R^J.Ellicott, who became 
Minister for Home Affairs (with re¬ 
sponsibility for Norfolk matters) 
late in 1977, announced on May 8th 
that the Government had decided 
that Norfolk need not be governed 
by the same laws that govern Aus¬ 
tralia; that the Island could have a 
social welfare system different from 
the one designed for the mainland; 
that the Australian taxation system 
would not be extended to the Island; 
and tiiat a new, elected body to be 
known as the Norfolk Island Legi¬ 
slative Assembly would be formed, 
with power to pass laws for tiie peace, 
order and good government of ^e 
Island. 

It appeared tiiat Australia might 
have decided tiiat fully-democratic 
government should be restored to 
Norfolk, and colonial rule ended 
at last. But there were basic points 
of vagueness in Mr* Ellicott's state¬ 
ment. 

He said the Legislative Assembly 
would have full control over a list of 
matters which are essentially the 
"roads and drains" powers of a shire 
government. Laws on fishing, educa¬ 
tion, customs and immigration were 
to be subject to veto by an Austral¬ 
ian-appointed Administrator, and it 
was not clear whether this veto was 
to be the equivalent of full control, 
or whether the control was to be ex¬ 
ercised for Norfolk's benefit or for 
Australia’s benefit. 

Most major governmental powers. 
Including social welfare services, 
health and medical services, zoning 
and other controls over land and land 
use, law enforcement, transport and 
contacts with other South Pacific Isl¬ 
ands were to be kept by the Common¬ 
wealth - though Norfolk would be ex¬ 
pected to meet most of the costs it¬ 
self. 

What the g^eat majority of resi¬ 
dents appear to want is for Norfolk 
to have the acknowledged right of 
internal self-government in associa¬ 
tion with Australia, with Australia 
retaining full rights on most matters 
of an international nature. This 
would be comparable to tiie relation¬ 
ship between New Zealand and two 
of its former colonies, t|e Cook 
Islands and Niue, except that New 
Zealand accepts the necessity for 
providing millions of dollars in year¬ 
ly support for them, and Norfolk 
wants to continue supporting itself. 







uemodaxe: flash and fhe date. 




Where can you find a camera that 
has a handy pop-up flash, a full information 
viewfinder that gives you all the information you need 
to take great photos, sharp Rokkor lens that gives 
sharp detail corner to corner, then on top of all that 
print the date on every picture? Well you need look 
no more, the Minolta Hi-matic SD with MEMODATE 
is the camera you’ve been waiting for and all of the 
features work automatically, so anyone can take ; ^ 
great pictures the first time. And the Hi-matic SD is 
compact and lightweight, so you can always keep It 
handy to capture the good times. 

MINOLTA HI-MATIC SD 


..CAMERALINES 

THE ISLAND’S ONLY COMPLETE PHOTOGRAPHIC STORE 




















December 


AGFA-GEVAERT 


SUN 

17 

■Cburcb services 
flMuseum open (M1 A. 30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


The 


Norfolk Island 


MON 

18 

■tousle (LC) 
■Film (Nik) 
■Sm’b*d (SP) 
■film (MRT8.00) 


TUE 

19 

■Films (Pds & LC) 
■Housie (RSLSpm) 
■Open ni^t (Nik) 
■ C’danfs Din (G) 


WED 

20 

■Museum open (Ml-4.30) 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 

Film (MRTSpm) 


24 


■Church services 
■Museum open (M1 -4.30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


HOLIDAY 
CHRISTMAS 
■housie (LC) 

■Film (Nik) 

■Sm’b'd (SP) 

■Film (MRT8. 00) 


HOLIDAY 
BOXING DAY 

■ Films (Pds & LC) 

■ Housie (RSLSpm) 
■Open night (Nik) 

C’dani's Din (G) 


HOUDAY 
■Museum open (M1 -4.30) 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (NlkX 
■Film (MRT 8pm) 


HOLIDAY 


31 

■Cftatbli slices ■ -(5 WRousie (LC) 

■Museum open (M l-4.30) □ ■Film (Nik) 


^ 1 NEW YEARS 
•(5'WRou 


IFilm (MRT8.00) 


C ■Sm'b'd (SP) 
fO BFilm (MRT8.00) 


IFilms (Pds & LC) 
I Housie (RSLSpm' 
■Open night (Nik) 
■ CManfsDin (G) 


■Museum open (M 1-4.30) 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 

■ Film (MRTSpm) 


■Church services 
■Museum open (M1 -4.30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


8 


■Housie (LC) 
■Film (Nik) 
■Sm'b'd (SP) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


■Films (Pds & LC) 
■ Housie (RSLSpm) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■C'dant'sDin (G) 


10 


■Museum open(Ml-4.30) 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 

■ Film (MRTSpm) 

■Norfolk Island 
Council meets 
(A-2pm) 


14 


■Church services 
■Museum open (M1 -4.30) 
■ Film (MRTS.OO) 


15 


IHousie (LC) 
■Film (Nik) 

■ Sm’b’d (SP) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


16 


■Films (Pds & LC) 
■housie (RSLSpm) 
■Open night (Nik) 
IC’dant’s Din (G) 


17 


■Museum open (M1 -4.30) 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 

■Film (MRTSpm) 




a great name in photography 


CALENDAR 


THUR 

21 

■Kousie (LC) 
■Sm'b’d (SP) 
■Film (RSL8. 00) 
■Rotary (Nlk6.30) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 



■ Sm’b’d (SP) 

■ Film (RSL8. 00) 

■ Rotary (Nlk6.30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


FRI 



■Housie (RSLSpm) 
•Open night (Pds) 
■nim (MRT8, 00) 



■ Housie (RSLSpm) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


SAT 


■SDA service 
■Housie (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 


The length of each of the 
16 lines shows die percent¬ 
age of the time the wind 
blows from that direction 
this month. The figure in 
the centre shows what per- * 
centage of die time there 
is no wind. ., 

N 


■Film (MRT8. 00) 


30 

■ SDA service 
■Housie (RSL8. OO; 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 



LOCATIONS 


4 

■housie' (LC) 

■ Sm'b'd (SP) 
■Film (RSL8. 00) 
■Rotary (Nlk6.30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


11 

■Housie (LC) 
■Sm’b’d (SP) 
■Film (RSL8. 00) 
■Rotary (Nlk6.30) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


5 

■ Housie (RSLSpm) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


12 

■Housie (RSLSpm) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


6 

■ SDA service 
■Housie (RSL8. 00) 
■Open nig^t (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


13 

■SDA service 
■Housie (RSLS. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


NOTABLE DATES IN THE HISTORY OF THE NORFOLK ISLAND PEOPLE 

Decem^r 18, 1863; A second youp of 27 Islanders left Norfolk to go back to Pitcairn, 
dissatisfied with interefrence with their promised right of self-government on Norfolk. 
December 23, 1787; The **Bounty'* left England for the South Seas - and the mutiny. 
December 29, 1853 ; An Order in Council ends Norfolk’s use as a penal settlement. 
January 8, 1789; The first child born on Norfolk - "Norfolk King" son of Lt, King. 
)anuary 12, 1790; The "Bounty" reached Pitcairn - the new home the mutineers sought. 


A -Admin. Bldg. 

BP -Burnt Pine 
BC -Bowling Club 
BCP -Bicentennial Park 
BH -Branka House 
C -Catholic Church 
CE -All Saints Church 
EB -Emily Bay 
G -Garrison Rest’r't 
GC -Golf Club 
H -Hqspiul 
KO -Kingston Oval 
Lib -Library 
LC -Leagues Club 
LK -Lime Kiln BBQ 
M -Museum Bldg. 

MC -Methodist Church 
MRT-Mission Rd. Talkies 
Nik -hotel Norfolk 
Pds -Paradise Hotel 
PH -Pitcairners Hall 
RH -Rawson Hall 
RSL -RSL Club 
Scl -School 
SDA -7th Day Adv. Hall 
SP -South Pacific Hotel 
StB -St. Barnabas Chapel 
SW -Simon’s Water 
VV -Valley View Rest’r’t 
YC -Touth Centre 



AGFA’S DISTRIBUTORS a aaCTD A ^ I Al r-0> 
ON NORFOLK ARE CAMERALINES 





























lution. 



Artislic Bovdaikm. 


What's'the big drawback of every 
other SLR camera ever made? 

When the roirrcar goes up, and the 
shutter opens, the light soisors go 
dead. Leaving you to shoot blind 
If tile suddenly changes during 
the exposure, your pictures are ruinea 
It doesn't happen often. That is, 
if you don't shoot fast motor drive 
or tiash. But it does limit your 
photogriqptiiic perfcHmanoe in ways 
you have piwaMy oome to take 
tor granted 



control system. It uses light saisors 



that read the light directly reaching 
the film, during the exposure, in any 
light conditions you 
care to imagine. 


When you shoot a fast motor drive 
sequence, it ^ts the exposure right 
for every individual frame, even if it 
has to sudd^y switch frdm 1/1000 
sec to several seconds. 

With the Qympus Quick Auto 310, 
it makes posstiDle TTL Gaitralized 
Contrd mash, whste tiie flash emission 
is regulated dectrcmically by the 


camera—meaning you can use bounce 
flash, diffused flash or any other kind 
of fl^ at any aperture, and always 
get automatically perfect exposures. 

There's a lot more to TTL Direct 
Light Measuring, and a great lot more 
to the OM-2 and the OM System 

It amounts to a revolution 
in technology, and e 
revdation in creativity. 


..C AM ERA LI N ES 

THE ISLAND’S ONLY COMPLETE PHOTOGRAPHIC STORE 
















BEST BUYS 

YOU’LL FIND YOUR OWN "Best Buys" 
depending on your own needs and 
parse» but The News asked some of 
the Island’s leading importers to pick 
a few items they believe are particul¬ 
arly good value at the moment. Here’s 
what they told us: 

■ 

Cameralines; **We are offering a 201^: 
discount bn Konica single-lensnreflex 
35mm cameras. To give an example, 
the Konica "TC" model has been sell¬ 
ing at $333 and is now $267. ** 

■. 

Prentice*s; **Tbe gift of a lifetime - 
genuine Parker pens at about one- 
half Sydney prici^* $10.80 - $230. ** 

"Pete’s Place "; "If you hurry you can 
get a transistor radio for only $4.50, 
before they are all gone. " 


Prouds; "The famous Wedgwood jas- 
perware, crystal, china, cufflinks etc. 
-some well under i mainland price. " 

■ 

Casa Kui; "Our jewellery and other 
aru from China are outstanding. " 

m 

Martin's Agencies: "Remington 
electric shavers and hot combs, on 
sale at good shops in Burnt Pine" 

■ 

International Duty-Free : " Genuine 
suede and leather jackets, in small 
sizes to fit children or petite ladies, 
are now $29.95 Instead of $77.95. ** 


The Trading P<^t; "We're the only 
place on ^e Island widi same-day 
Australian & NZ newspapers, every 
evening, planes allowing," 
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(OPPOSITE SOUTH PACIFIC HOTEL) 
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Copies of ''The Charter of May 8th, 1978” 

ON MAY 8TH. 1978, THE AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT ANNOUNCED 
THAT NORFOLK ISLAND WILL BE RESTORED TO SELF-GOVERNMENT, 
MAKING ITS OWN INTERNAL LAWS AND RESPONSIBLE FOR ITS OWN 
FINANCES, INCLUDING TAXATION, SOCIAL SERVICES & WELFARE. 
COPIES OF THIS NEW HISTORIC DOCUMENT ARE ON SALE AT THE 
TRADING POST, N. I. NEWS AGENCY, BURNS PHILP AND NORFOLK 
SOUVENIRS - OR ORDER DIRECT FROM THE NEWS, BOX 94. SO^PPD. 


TODAY’S 

PAPERS! 

£VERY EVENING BUT MONDAY 
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PAPERBACK BOOKS 
GREETING CARDS 
PERSONAL STATIONERY 
GIFT STATIONERY 
GIFT WRAPPINGS 
ACCOUNTING FORMS 
ACCOUNTING SYSTEMS 


NORFOLK ISLAND 

STATIONERS 

at tha 

TRADINC 

POST 















TRANSMISSION STARTS WITH BREAKFAST SHOW BEGINNING 7AM EVERY DAY BUT SUNDAY 

AUSTRALIAnInEWS REPORTS 7.30, 8.00, 12.30, 1.00, 2. 00. 2.30, 3.00. 3.30, 8.30 
NORFOLK ISlXnD LOCAL NEWS NOTICES 7.40, 8.40, 10.00, 12.00, 1.05 


NORFOLK 

RADIO 


MONDAY 

9.16 What ho, JeevesI 

10.45 Morning serial 
12.05 World affain 

1.30 Radio Aust. relay 

7. 06 Children's story 

7.30 Sentimental Journey 

programme) 

8. 00 Songwriters 

9. 00 Feature album 

10.30 Close 
TUESDAY 

S. 16 travels with Aunt 
10,05 Music from shows 
and films 

10.30 Norfolk Island 
hospital programme 

10.45 Morning serial 
12.06 Ticker tape & Phone 

1.30 Melodist programme 
2.00 Radio Aust. relay 


7.45 BBC Rock Line 
8. 00 Family hour 

10. 00 Top Pops 
WEDNESDAY 
9.16 Songwriters ' 

10.05 Down memory lane 
, 10.45 Morning serial 
, 11.16 Book reviews 
r. 30 Radio Aust. relay 
2.00 (on Council day) 

N^ U Council meeting 
4. 00 Linda & Hadyn 
7. 00 Pick of the week 
(comedy, drama and 
book reviews) 
THURSDAY 
§.15 Medical File 
10.06 For the Term of 
‘ his Natural Life 

10.45 Morning serial 
11.00 Requests 


12. 06 World affairs 

1.30 SDA Programme 
2.00 Radio Aust. relay 
4.30.Rpn Glum 

7. 00 (On day after Council) 
Council re-broadcast 
7. 05 Evening of light class¬ 
ical entertainment 
FRIDAY 

9.15 Dad's Army 
10. 05 BBC Rock Line 

10.45 Morning serial 
10. 00 Story of Rock 
12.05 Science/Sports 
1.30C. ofE. Programme 
2.00 Radio Aust. relay 
7.00 Fine Music all around 

SATURDAY 
10. 00 Mainly pop 

10.30 Aust. & local news 


10.4$ Top of Pops 

11.30 Steptoe& Son 
12.00 Local news 
12.15 Swop Shop 

1. 00 Radio Aust. relay 
(Saturday sports) 

7. 06 A1 Reid classics 

8. 00 Men of the Sea 

8.46 News from Deutsche 
Welle 

9. 00 Country music 

9.45 Light music from 
Holland 

10.30 Wilfred Thomas show 
11; 00 Close , 

SUNDAY 

T2.i0 shorty 

3.30 Radio Aust. relay 

6. 00 Vibes to do it by 

7. 00 Sunday Radio: 

drama« music, etc. 


THE 

DOCUMENTS 


"Reproductions of the Eleven Basic Doc¬ 
uments of the Pitcairn Settlers' Rights 
to Norfolk Island" is a 16-page leaflet 
containing copies from official files of 
the letters and orders that made Nor¬ 
folk a separate colony, to be wholly 


owned by the Pitcairners. "The authori¬ 
ties" have always said the Pitcairners* 
claims were nonsense. The documents 
say differently. $1 at Burns Philp,. the 
Trading Post, Jensen's and Norfolk 
, Souvenirs. By air to Aust. ,$1 to box 94. 


THE ISLAND'S NEWEST HOTEL • IN A BEAUTIFUL GARDEN SETTING 

' -ij-- .l: _ _________ 

-“ Hotel 

Cocktail 
Bar and 







me 


YOUR FAVOURITE COCKTAILS 
SfINE CELLAR OF IMPORTED WINES 


CiTAf LOVELY DINING ROOM 


E^'I’ENaVEA U CARTE MENU 

D/)A/(?E 

i.,'SOFT STEREO MUSIC FOR YOUR 
DINING AND DANCING PLEASURE 


OPEN EVERY NIGHT BUT THURSDAYS PLEASE RING 2255 FOR BOOKING 

Eddie Lloyd, Manager 











































PATON PLACE 
may be out of town but for the 
discriminating buyer it is a “must”* 
You will find interesting goods 
such as: * 

CLOISONNE WARE - hand enam¬ 
elled, copper based Vases, Jars, 
Bowls etc* from Pekiog 
SCOTTISH MOHAIR rug^, blankets, 
capes, stoics, beret-attd-icftrf 
sets by Glen Cree 
SCOTTISH KNITWEAR, partner 
packs, skirt packs, sock-and-tie 
sets by Munrospun 
PHIUPPlNE SHIRTS for men, 
women and children 
BLOUSES and cottpn dresses 
WOOD & IVORY carvings 
and other souvenibi 

Continue along Taylor’s road 
toward Kingston, and 150 
yards past Queen Elizabeth 
Avenue you will find us. 
Directly opposite Niippex* 

Phone 2181 


HOURS 

POST OFFICE: 9am - 12.30pm and 
1.15pm - 5pm, Monday - Friday. 
TEl£PHONES: Local phones operate 
automatically, 24 hours. Overseas 
calls can be made at the OTC build¬ 
ing in New Cascade Rd.: 9am-9pm 
Monday - Friday, 10am - 6pm Sat., 

. 10am-12.00 and 3pm-6pm Sunday. 
Charge for 3 minutes: Sydney $3.76, 
Auckland $4. 68. There are only 
two radio circuits and sometimes 
delays occur. Calls can be booked 
in advance for a particular time. 
TELEGRAMS; Monday - Friday 9am- 
6pm; Saturday Sam - 2.30pm; Sun¬ 
day 9am - 2pm. Charge 5^ a word. 
BOND STORE; (at Kingston) 10am- 
1pm and 2pm - 4pm, Mon-Friday. 
Branch store at the airport is open 
for passengers only at arrival and de¬ 
parture time, seven days a week. 
DOCTOR; (at N.l* Hospital). By 
appointment Mon-Fri*. Emergencies, 
telephone 2091 or 2 092. 

DENTIST ; (also at N.l* Hospiul). 

By appointment, Mon-Fri* Telephone 
2091 or 2 092. 

HOSPITAL VISITING HOURS; 11-12, 

2 -4 and 7-8.30 daily* 

BANKS ; 10am-3pm Mon-Thurs, open 


to 5pm Fri. 

UBRARY ; Monday 10-1 and 4-6; 
Wednesday 10-1; Friday 10-12 and 1-4. 
STAMPS; , At P.O. or at Island Shop 
several doors east. For back issues of 
Norfolk Island stamps, get in touch 
with Tom Grimshaw, on the Island. 
ADMIN ; Mon-Fri 9-1 andl.45-6pm. 
Accounts, registrar, 10-1 and 1.45-4. 
SHOPPING HOURS IN BURNT PINE: * 

generally 9am-12.30, and 2pm-5.30. 

Wednesday, Sat unlay and Sunday 
afternoons almost alt shops me closed. 

A fair number are ppen Sunday morn¬ 
ings, but not all. 

AFTER-HOURS SHOP^NG; Trading^. 

^ost 7 .30-9pm Mon-Sa-jt and 9am- - 
7pm Sim; Burns Philp (i^ddlegate store), 
8.30am-8«3gpmMon-$at. 10am'-7pm 
Sun. 

TOURIST BUREAU; (Centre of Burnt 
)Pine) 9-12 and 2-4 Moi-Fri but closed 
Wed afternoon; 9-12 Sat, 

EAST-WEST /Am N.Z.; Bumt Pine office 
open 9-5 weekdays* 9-12.30 Wed-Sat. 
PETROL STATIONS; There are two. 
Florfolk Islancj Motors, at the eastern 
edge of Burnt Pine, is open Sam-6pm 
every day but Sunday. Central Ser¬ 
vice Station, at the western edge .of 
Burnt Pine,i8 open 8.30am-5,30pm 
Mon-Fri, .8* 30am-1.30pm Sat, 9-12 
Sun. Ni^ts and Sunday afternoons 
you’re out of luck. 



SOFT LIGHTS' 
AND pleasant 
MUSIC ARE 
PART OF THE 
ENJOYABLE 
ATMOSPHERE 
OF THE BOUNTY 
LODGE TAVERN, 
NORFOLK’S 
LEADING 
LICENSED 
RESTAURANT. 
ENJOY CHOOSING 
FROM OUR FINE 



A LA CARTE. 
MENU - - AND 
ENJOY OUR 
ATTENTIVE 
SERVICE AT THE 
COCKTAIL BAR 
AND AT YOUR 
TABLE. 
YOUR EVENING 
i”ABOARD THE 
BOUNTY” WITH 
US WILL BE 
COMPLETE AND 
MEMORABLE. 



OPEN TUESDAY THROUGH SATURDAY FROM 7PM. 


TELEPHONE 2 019 
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IT’S A PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU TO , 



Here are a few of the many things to see on the island. Enjoy them during the day; you can shop late at the Trading Post 


1 AIRPORT TERMINAL and Air Cargo office 

2 SHOPPING CENTRE, Post Office, Banks, Tourist Board 


3ISLAND ADMINISTRATION ; Bond Store for spirits 

4 CEMETERY — touching inscriptions on old headstones 

5 BLOODY BRIDGE, site of one of Norfolk’s legends 

6 NOREOLK ISUND GOLF CLUB — visitors welcome 

7 CINEMAS; Rawson Hall and Mission Rd. Theatrette 
8HOSP1TAL AND DENTAL SURGERY 

9 O. T. C." International phone calls, telegrams 

(g)HISTORIC RUINS of early Norfolk'settlements 

^ The Trading Post 


ANSON BAY 



STEELS POINT 


HEADSTONE 


RtXTKY POINT 


COLLINS HEAD 


POINT ROSS 


SLAUGHTER BAY 

EMILY BAY^ 


POINT HUNTER 


All roads lead to the coiqplete holiday (nlnl-nart — 

™"TlUNNt; rBI$T 

Open Every Day 7.30am-Tpm -Friday till 9pm 


SUNDAY 
OPEN 9am 


Wc want to help you make the most of your time on Norfolk so we carry freshly-baked Norfolk Island bread.. .eggs. ..teas 
and coffees...a complete range of tinned foods.. .frozen meats, vegetables, fish, sweets, pastries and 'heat-n-serve' items 
.., soft drinks.. .biscuits, crackers and savouries... ice cream... imported cheeses. • • lollipops.. • magazines... batteries.. • 
cigarettes...wrapping paper... personal and gift stationery...greeting cars...bug sprays...toothpaste and medicine cabinet 
items.• .novelties. • .mainland newspapers:.. .tinopeners. ..candles.. .first aid requirements.. .olives, pickles, nuts and con¬ 
diments. . • picnic supplies.. .games.. .artists' requisites.. .gourmet foods... sliced luncheon meats. • .fresh fruits and vegies, 
when Norfolk has them...needles and cotton,and almost anything else you've forgotten,every day of the week, early & late. 








Councillor Bennett, in one of the 
few strong speeches made by anyone 
at the meeting, said he thought the 
idea of a coin issue was potentially 
of great importance to Norfolk, He 
thought it had been considered too 
lightly, and that Council at least 
ought to put some clear proposal to 
Mr. Ellicott, explaining how the 
idea was Intended to work and what 
good it could do for the Island. 

The Administrator replied: **I do 
say to you that you took up the 
matter with the Minister, ^ere has 
been a lot of Correspondence - very 
detailed, 1 might say; the Minister 
is the most senior person we can 
deal with; he said he would uke it 
up; he has taken it up; and the de¬ 
cision that has come back, through 
the Treasury, is the one I gave you 
today. I feel it*s been dealt with 
on a very senior level, and not light¬ 
ly at all. So far as revenue earning 
is concerned, this is not the end of 
our economy, 1 assure you. There 
are plenty of ways in which revenue 
can be earnt, and they're looked at 
consuntly in the Administration. ** 

Councillor Bennett stuck to his 
guns. He siid there was a chance 
for the Island to be earning $2 50, GOO 
a year, and he thought It was just 
being swept under the carpet. It 
at least d^erved a careful proposal. 


perhaps by a Council committee. 

The Adbministrator replied: *T 
just repeat. Councillor Bennett, 
that tl^ matter has been raised by 
you - speaking about Council, not 
you personally - on the hipest 
level, and I have read to you the 
reply, and I suggest that that's not 
taking the matter lightly at all - 
it's taking it on the highest level 
that is possible. ** 

The discussion was a timely re¬ 
minder of how "co-operation” works 
when Norfolk and Canberra disagree. 

It was also an example of a differ¬ 
ent point about the Nc^olk Island 
Bill, Under the Bill, the Common¬ 
wealth can veto any&ing of real 
importance passed by tfie Assembly - 
but must give its reasons for veto¬ 
ing, The words of the December 
13th cable provide a good, all¬ 
purpose reason: "Not consistent 
with established policy or current 
legislation." 

Norfolk Island Flag 
" Councillor Mclmyre tabled a mem¬ 
orandum about a design he had work¬ 
ed out in rough form for an Island 
flag. Many municipalities in Aust¬ 
ralia - and probably all areas with 
Legislative Assemblies - have dielr 
own flags. Councillor McIntyre 
said he'd mentioned the idea to the 
Minister, and felt there was unlikely 
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to be any objection to the idea. He 
said he'd also written to the Depart¬ 
ment of Adkninistrative Services a- 
bOUt flag {MTOtOGdl. 

The Administrator let Councillor 
McIntyre express his ideas at scrnie 
lengdi. Eventually he intenupted. 

"Before you go ahead wilb any mo* 
tlon," he said, "I have received a 
reply, and it mig^t as well for you 
to hear what it is. 

"In the first place 1 would point 
out that you Councillors raised this 
matter with the Minister here on the 
9th of October, and the Minister said 
he would look into thU question for 
you. I think your letter. Councillor 
McIntyre, was sent off within a 
couple of days after that discussion 
with the Minister, so. that in fact 
the Minister had told you that he 
would look into it, and 1 find him 
a very reliable person. 

"1 received a cable yesterday, 
and under the heading of 'Proposal 
for a flag' 1 have this message; 'Mat¬ 
ter is with Admin Services who In 
turn have sou^t legal advice from 
Attorney General's as to whedier 
there are constitutional or any other 
legal baniers. Protocol to be ob¬ 
served in submitting designs for ap¬ 
proval will depend on the nature of 
the advice froin AG's.'" 

Councillor McIntyre's hope to 
gettepproval of Council for his de¬ 
sign collapsed. Anotfier timely les¬ 
son about what "co-operadon" and 
"consensus" mean in praedee. 

Late on the 13th The News re¬ 
ceived the following letter to the 
editor, too late for inchision with 
other letters. 


Letter to the editor 

Dear Sir, 

Being an Islander, and a very keen 
listener to all Council meetings in 
open session and listening in this after 
noon at 3.30 re 'the flag', I couldn't 
help but feel slighdy jealous of Can- 
berra for having picked such a dedi¬ 
cated man to keep peace and good 
order on 'our paradise of die Pacific'. 
My greatest wish for ihe coming year 
is that we who love Norfolk Island, 
and our way of life, can find a mw 
(preferably with no des with Can- 
bena) who could run 'our affairs' 
equally as competently. Someone 
who can also openly say 'I love Nor¬ 
folk Island, and I am going to work 
heart and soul for the Island and its 
peo^'. 

It may only be a dream, but God 
works in a mysterious way. 

£lva Yager. 
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THE NEWS’S OWN INDEPENDENT "EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM" ON 

THE BILL: from NORFOLK iSLANiyS VIEW 


AN ’‘EXPLANATORY memorandum" 
on the Norfolk Island Bill was cir¬ 
culated to members of die House of 
Representatives when the Bill was 
tabled on November 23rd- Copies 
later became available on the 
Island. 

The memorandum boils down 
the language of the Bill, but does 
not explain or interpret the Bill. 

Many residents found it a little 
like eating certain Chinese dishes 
which look appetising and keep you 
chewing for a while, but leave you 
feeling you've had nothing to eat. 

The News offers a somewhat diff¬ 
erent explanatory guide to the Bill, 
designed to try to single out those 
aspects which are most important 
to the Island. 

Preamble ; The Bill is stated to be 
for ”An act to provide for the gov¬ 
ernment of Norfolk Island. ” This 
shows that Australia considers that 
the source of authority for the gov¬ 
ernment of the Island Is the Aust¬ 
ralian Parliament, passing an Aust¬ 
ralian Act. 

The preamble recogruses that 
Norfolk was declared in 1913 "to be 
accepted by the Commonwealth 
as a Territory under the authority" 
of the Commonwealth, rather than 
a territory "of" the Commonwealth, 

Part t - Preliminary 

This iPart says when the Act is to 
take effect. It repeals previous 
Norfolk Island Acts. It contains 
definitions of some terms. These 
are routine except for two points. 
"Executive authority" is not defined, 
and therefore has no clear meaning 
in the BilL "Territory" is defined 
to mean "the Territory of Norfolk 
Island". This has never been the 
Island's official name in the past. 

It has simply been known as "Nor¬ 
folk Island". 

Part II - Administration 

Section 5 says-that an Australian- 
appointed Administrator is to be the 
head of the Island's government, 
and that Norfolk is to be governed 
as a "Territory of die Commonwealth", 
rather than as a^^rritory under the 
authority of" the Commonwealth; 

Part II also says that the Norfolk 
Adminisuation is to be a separate 
legal entity, instead of being simply 
an activity carried out by the Com¬ 
monwealth. 

Sec. 7 (1) (a) says that the Ad¬ 
ministrator must use his powers as 
the Executive Council advises him 


to, on the matters in Schedule 2. 

But it gives the Administrator the 
right to decide whether any part¬ 
icular matter is actually in Sche¬ 
dule 2 or not. 

Sec. 7 (1) (b) says the Adminis¬ 
trator must act in accordance with 
the Executive Council's advice on 
Schedule 3 matters also - but this 
rule is then virtually cancelled, in 
Sec, 7 (2), which says the Adminis¬ 
trator is forbidden to do anything 
about Schedule 3 matters which is 
not in line with instructions from 
the Minister, before or after. 

' Sec. 7 (1) (e) .says that, "in all other 
cases" the Adniinistxator is required 
to act as the Minister instructs him to 


ters of day-to-day policy in govern¬ 
ing the Island. There is no list of 
these in the Bill, but they include 
social welfare benefits, land use, 
zoning, the hospital, law enforce¬ 
ment, air and sea transport, govern¬ 
ment buildings and historical sites, 
referendums, public service manage¬ 
ment, and so on. 

Part II also says there can be an 
acting Adminisurator and/or a Deputy 
Administrator. 

Part III - Executive Council 

Sec. 11 sets up an "Executive Coun¬ 
cil" which has Ae purpose of giving 
advice to the Administrator. (Part II 
has already said that the Administra¬ 
tor is required to follow the Execu¬ 
tive Council's advice on Schedule 2 


act. This gives the Minister personal 
control of almost all important mat- 

matters, and is required to follow 
any advice of the Minister's on all 

COUNCIL GOT 

NO-VETO POWERS FOR ASSEMBLY - 
NEGOTIATED BY COUNCIL, 1978 

NIMMO GAVE 

NO-VETO POWERS FOR ASSEMBLY - 
PROPOSED IN NIMMO REPORT, 1976 

1. The raising of revenues for pur¬ 
poses of matters specified in this 
Schedule. 

Assembly to take over those opera¬ 
tions at present yielding revenue* 
to the Administration other than 
' those 

cal services. 

2. Public monies of the Tenitory 

(other than the raising of revenues). 

Internal audit. 

3. Surface transport (including 

road safety, traffic control, carr¬ 
iers, vehicle registration and the 
licensing of drivers. 

Qmnibuses.and taxis;^road traffic; 

carters; registration of motor ve¬ 
hicles. 

4. Roads, footpaths and bridges. 

Roads, footpaths and bridges. 

5. Street lighting. 

Street lij^tingi . 

6. Water supply. 

Water supply. 

7. Electricity supply. 

Electricity supply. 

8. Drainage and sewerage. 

Drainage; sewerage and sanitation. 

9. Garbage and trade waste. 

Disposal of garbage and trade waste. 

10. Primary production (other than 

mining or fishing). 

Livestock. 

11. The slaughtering of livestock. 

Slaughtering of stock. 

12. Domestic animals (including 

birdsL 

£>omestic animals and birds. 

13. Public pounds. 

Pounds. 

14. Pests and noxious weeds. 

Pests and noxious weeds. 

15- Recreation ’areas. 

Recreation areas. 

16. Cemeteries. 

Cemeteries. 

17. Forestry and timber. 

Forestry and related activities. 

18. Fire prevention and conuol. 

Fires and the prevention of fires. 

19. Quarrying. 

(Quarrying. 

20. Building control (including the 

repair or demolition of dangerous 
buildings). 

New buildings and the alteration 

of buildings. 

21. Advertising hoardings. 

Advertising hoardings. 

22. The prevention and suppres¬ 

sion of nuisjaQces, 

Prevention and suppression of nui¬ 

sances. 

25. Noxiott^irades. 

Noxious trades. 

24, Gases;:and hyiocarbon fuels. 

Storage of petroleum products. 

25. Firearms. 

Firearms. 


The NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS / D ec em be r - J a nu ar y 1979 


2 6 







































AN "EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM" ON THE BILL - FROM NORFOLK'S STANDPOINT 


other matters.) 

Executive Council meetings can 
be convened only by the Administra¬ 
tor's calling a meeting. The Adminis¬ 
trator presides "at all meetings at 
which he is present", but as the 
Council's only purpose is to advise 
the Administrator, meetings at which 
he is not present seem unlikely. 

Sec. 12 (2) says that the Executive 
Council members have "executive 
authority" on matters in Schedule 2 
and 3, but the expression is not de¬ 
fined, and the paragraph does not 
seem to add anything to the Bill. 

Sec. 13 (2) allows the Administra¬ 
tor to dismiss members of the Execu¬ 
tive Council if he thinks diere are 
exceptional circumstances. 

Sec. 16 makes Executive Council 
meetings secret, with all Executive 
Members bound by oath. Fex some 


reason the Bill appears to require 
each Executive member to take two 
separate oaths of secrecy - one be¬ 
cause he is a member of the Execu¬ 
tive Council (Sec. 15 (1) and another 
because, he is "appointed to an ex¬ 
ecutive office" (Sec. 16 (2), although 
Sec. 11 (2) says everyone wlx) holds 
executive office is automatically 
on the Executive Council. 

Nothing in Part 111 requires ^e 
Administrator to seek the Executive 
Council's advice on anything other 
than Schedule 2 matters. 

Part IV - Legislation 

Sec. l6 (1) says that all existing 
Norfolk laws are to continue in effect 
for the time being. Many of these, 
however, such as the Referendum 
Ordinance, become meaningless be¬ 
cause they refer to the present Coun¬ 
cil, which will cease to exist. 


COUNCIL GOT 

NO-VETO POWERS FOR ASSEMBLY - 
NEGOTIATED BY COUNCIL, 1978 


NIMMO GAVE 

NO-VETO POWERS FOR ASSEMBLY - 
PROPOSED IN NIMMO REPORT, 1976 


These will need amending or repeat 

Sec. 18 (1) says that Acts of Parlia- 
nvent viH not apply to Norfolk unless 
Parliament wants them to. Parlia¬ 
ment will of course be able to make 
any law of any kind It wants foe Nor¬ 
folk, without any consent or even con- 
sulutioo being needed from the Island. 

Sec. 19 G) says diet the Legislative 
Assembly's legislative powers exist 
only widi the assent of the Administra-. 
tor or the Goveroor-GeneraL 

Sec. 19 (2) is one of die unintention¬ 
ally comic episodes in the Bill.lt 
prevents the Assembly from taking 
property unjustly, or setting up an 
army, navy or air force, or esublish- 
ing Norfolk coinage. The only real 
object of the parapaph presumably . 
is to prevent coinage. There is no 
restriction against the Assembly's 
voting to make nuclear weapons, 
launch outer-space vehicles, or de¬ 
clare war. The Administrator has 
the power to withhold assent from 
anything the Assembly passes, out¬ 
side Schedule 2. No doubt the Com- 
monwealdi wanted to stop any 
ideas about local coinage before they 
even reach the discussion stage, and 
diouj^t it would be a bit obvious to 
mention coinage at all on its own. 

Sec. 20 (a) allows the Assembly 
to give itself powers (other dian legis¬ 
lative powers), privileges and im¬ 
munities equal to diose of Australia's 
House of Repreienutives. The para¬ 
graph probably means little, other 
than being an indication of a general 
tone runntog throuj^ the Bill, which 
is one of establishing a Norfolk local 
government which has alm.ost no real 
power, but great and complicated 
trappings, titles, flourishcts and ap¬ 
pearances. 

Sec. 21 says that die Administrator 
has to give assent to any Ordinance 
passed by the Assembly dealing with 
(in the Administrator's opinion) sole¬ 
ly Schedule 2 matters. On anything 
involving Schedule 3 (even diough it 
includes something related to Sche¬ 
dule 2) the Minister tells the Ad- 
minisuator whether to assent or not. 

On all other matters, which in¬ 
cludes most imporunt matters of 
government, an Ordinance approved 
by the Assembly Yhen goes to the 
Governor-General, wto can assent 
or dissent, as the Australian Govern- , 
meat advises him. 

Sec. 23 says that die Governor- 
General can cancel any Ordinance, 
even if die Administrator has assent¬ 
ed, within a period of six months. 

Sec. 24 says that if the Administra¬ 
tor or the Governor-General do not 
give assent to an Ordinance passed by 


26. Explosives and dangerous sub¬ 
stances. 

- 

27. Ifourism. 

Promotion of tourism. 

28. Places of public entertainment. 

Places of public entertainment. 

29. Boarding; houses and hotels. 

Guest houses. 

30. Museums, memorials and li¬ 

braries. 

Museums, memorials and libraries. 

31. Foodstuffs and beverages (includ- . 

ing alcoholic liquor). 

§ale and distribution of foodstuffs 

and beverages. 

32. Trading hours. 

Trading hours. 

33. Markets and street stalls. 

Street stalls. 

34. Hawkers. 

Hawkers. 

35. Radio and television. 

Radio and television. 

36. Telephone and postal services. 

Telephone services; postal services. 

37. Coastlines, foreshores, wharves 

and jetties. 

(Coastlines, foreshores, wharves and 

jetties. 

38. The transporting of passengers 

or goods to and from ships. 

Lighterage. 

39. The maintenance of rolls of 

the Territory. 

Registrations (births, deaths, mar¬ 
riages, companies, motor vehicles, 
dogs, etc.) which are at present 
handled by die Administration. 

(n. b. This included land registration) 

40. The registration of companies 

and business names. 

41. The registration of births, 

deaths and marriages. 

42. Matters in respect of which <hi- 

ties, powers, functions or authorit¬ 
ies are expressly imposed or conferred 
on executive members by or under 
laws in force in the Territory. 


- 

Pasturage on commons. 

- 

Fishing. 

- 

Weighbnages. ! 


Customs services. 

_ 

PfaillateUc acdvitl^. 

■ 

Immlgradon, with a right of appeal 

to the Minister by any person ag¬ 
grieved. 
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AN "EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM" ON THE BILL - FROM NQRFOLK*$ STANDPOINT 


the Assembly, they have to say why. 
The reason could be, for example^ 
that the Ordnance L? not considei^d 

to be beneftcjal for jNorfblk Island,; ‘ 
or that it is hot in accdfdartce with ' 
esublished Corpinonwealth policies. ^ 
Sec. 26 saysj idiat the Assembly illaty - 
not even debate any proposal to ' ■ 

spend any money raised by Norfolk 
un less the A dni inistrator has re - ' 
commended it,' (The AdrPinistrator 
would be required to recommend 
the spending of money for any 
Schedule 2 purpose^’if the Execut¬ 
ive Council advised him to. This ' 
could include, for example, the 
sealing of a road, the installation 
of another street light, -the building 
of a new lighter, or increasing the 
annual fee for dog licenses or car 
registration.) 

Sec. 27 establishes the real legis¬ 
lative teeth for the Island. It says 
the Governor-Genferal can make 
Ordinances on anything outside 
Schedules 2 and 3, whether the As¬ 
sembly wants to approve it or not. 

It also says that the Governor-Gen¬ 
eral can require money to be spent 
for any Schedule 2, 3 or other mat¬ 
ter, and gives him power to tax the 
Island for anything but Schedule 2 
matters. 

This is the second of the uninten¬ 
tionally comic passages in the Bill. 

It is aimed a't preventing the Assem¬ 
bly from putting pressure on Aust¬ 
ralia by refusing to vote spending on 
the Island. The existing Australian 
Government, which has prepared the 
Bill, got into power by using just 
this tactic against the Whitlam Gov¬ 
ernment. Having seen how effect¬ 
ive it can be, the Government has 
made sure Norfolk won't ever be 
able to do a similar thing. 

Sec. 27 (7) seems to give Norfolk 
some protection from mis-use of 
the Governor-General's power to 
levy taxes on the Island. It says 
that any such taxes can be spent 
only for the particular purpose spe¬ 
cified by the Governor-General. 

He could no doubt say the purpose 
was "the general purposes of Nor¬ 
folk Island", but the paragraph 
does seem to be a kind of safe¬ 
guard. 

Sec. 28 says any Ordinances 
made by the Governor-General 
have to be ratified by Parliament. 
Under the Australian goverimental 
system, this ratification would of 
course be automatic. 

Sec. 29 says that Ordinances 
made by the Govern or-General 
take precedence over any others. 


Part iv - Legislative Assembly 

This Part says how the Assembly 
is to be elected, and what its 
routine procedures are to be. It 
is similar in many ways to the elec¬ 
tion and operating procedures for 
, the present Council, with only a few 
interesting changes. 

Sec. 35 says that the Administra¬ 
tor can call an election whenver he 
wishes, within three years of the 
last election. This gives the Ad¬ 
ministrator the ability to end the 
life of an Assembly and call a new 
election at any time. If he does 
not use this power for three years, 
the Assembly members will have 
three-year terms, instead of the 
present two years that Councillors 
are in office. 

Sec. 40 says' that Assembly meet¬ 
ings can be called on request of the 
members, but this request must be 
made to the Administrator, and he 
must call the meeting. 

Pan VI - Finance 

This part deals with handling 
and accounting for public money, 
and borrowing. 

It sets up a lot of Administration 
accounts, each separate from the 
others. There will be the Assem¬ 
bly's own Schedule 2 account, for 
Schedule 2 matters, which the 
Assembly will be able to control. 

But everything else will have its 
own compartment: police, social 
welfare, the hospital, the school, 
and so on. 

Secs. 49'and 50, in line with 
current Commonwealth policies to 
encourage all sorts of governm^t 
bodies to go out and borrow money, 
allows Norfolk to go onto the loan 
market, provided Australia's Treasur¬ 
er gives approval. 

Part VII - Judicial system 

The provisions for courts are little, 
if any, changed from Norfolk's ex¬ 
isting arrangements, which are gen¬ 
erally thought to be operating reason¬ 
ably well. 

Part VIII - Miscellaneous 

Sec. 61 confirms that the Minister 
and the Governor-General have the 
power to control die public service 
on Norfolk Island, through Ordinances 
on "the appointment and employment 
of such persons as are necessary... 
for the proper government of the Ter¬ 
ritory, " This matter is not on either 
Schedule 2 or 3. Ordinances must 
therefore be assented to by the Gov¬ 
ernor-General. The Administratdr's 
day-to-day policies on the matter 
are to be as the Minister instructs 
him. 

Sec. 62 gives the Minister power 


to dispose of any Crown land on the 
Island as he sees fit. 

Sec. 65 says that the Assembly and 
Executive Council salaries are to be 
set, not on the Island, but by Aust¬ 
ralia’s Remuneradon Tribunal, 
which sets Parliamentary and pro¬ 
fessional salaries in Australia. 

Sec. 66 gives the Governor-Gen¬ 
eral power to make regulations, as 
opposed to Ordinances, It is worth 
noting that he can make regulations 
which could lead to a Norfolk resi¬ 
dent's being put into gaol for three 
months. 

Part IX - Transitional 

This part deals witH some of the 
mechanics of the change-over, and 
does not seem to contain anything 
especially noteworthy. 

Schedule 1 

This is a major point in the Bill. 

It defines Norfolk as excluding the 
surrounding sea and sea-bed. 

The Commonwealth has not yet 
proclaimed a 200-mile economic 
zone around itself as yet, but is ex¬ 
pected to do so in the near future. 
Presumably Schedule 1 clears the . 
path for the Commonwealth to say 
that the waters around Norfolk Island 
are the Commonwealth's property, 
because the new Norfolk Island Act 
(if passed by then) says they are not 
part of the Island, ^ 

Schedule 2 ; .'• *> r' 

This is the list of matters Whlcti 
the Assembly is. to be allowed: to.; 
control. It contains two kinds of 
matters. On the list are various 
local "public utilities" - lighter¬ 
age services, the liquor bond 
shops, electricity generating plant, 
local phone system, Post Office 
(philatelic activities are not men¬ 
tioned, but presumably are included), 
radio sution VL2NI, the tourist 
bureau and the tanalith plant. All 
other items on Schedule 2 are what 
might be called local conveniences, 
nuisances and reccxrds. 

Schedule 3 

The four matters of fishing, cus¬ 
toms (other than duties), immigra¬ 
tion and education are made "con¬ 
sensus" matters - that is, the exist¬ 
ing laws in these matters cannot 
be changed unle^ tiie Assembly 
agrees :to pass, a hew Ordinance, 
and the Minister tells the Adminis¬ 
trator to give assent. 

On day-to-day policies in the 
Admiiilsttation, however, the pow¬ 
er over these matters is in the 
Minister's hands. Within the ex¬ 
isting laws, he can instruct the 
Administrator as he wishes. 

Schedule 4 - 9:routine oaths. 
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Violation of Aiist.&UN Aims 


TN REFUSING to allow Norfolk Island 
the right of self-determination in de¬ 
ciding on its own future kind of gov¬ 
ernment, Australia is violating com¬ 
mitments it has made to the United 
Nations, and the latest policies laid 
down by a senior Australian Parlia - 
men tar y Committee. 

Australia’s commitments to the UN 
are set out in various resolutions, 
covenants and the Declaration of Hu¬ 
man Rights. 

In Resolution 1514 <XV) of the UN 
General Assembly, "The General 
Assembly... declares that... imme¬ 
diate steps shall be taken, in trust 
and non-self-governing territories 
or all other territories which have 
not yet attained ihcjependence, to 
transfer all powers to the peoples of 
those territories, without any con¬ 
ditions or reservations, in accordance 
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with their freely expressed will and 
desire... 

The February, 1978 report of the 
United Nations Association of Aust¬ 
ralia states: "Norfolk Island is at 
present quite clearly a non-self-gov¬ 
erning colony of Australia. No chall- , 
enge'to that reality on moral, legal^ 
political or sociological grounds is 
sustainable. Australia has no justifi¬ 
cation for continuing to claim that 
Norfolk Island is part of metropolitan 
Australia and therefore not subject 
to Australia’s obligations to the United 
Nations about non-self-governing terri¬ 
tories. " 

One of Australia’s senior Parlia¬ 
mentary Committees, the Senate 
Standing Committee on Foreign Af¬ 
fairs and Defence, conducted hearings 
during 1977 on Australia’s relations 
with the South Pacific. In Its official 
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report, published in 1978* the Com¬ 
mittee states: 

"In this Report the terms 'South 
Pacific countries', Islands' and 
'Islanders' are used extensively. 

The use of this terminology Is for 
literary convenience only and the 
Committee stresses that it has been 
very aware throughout the Inquiry 
that the South Pacific consists of 
Independent sovereign states, self- 
governing sutes and territories." 

"The countries of the Soudi Pac¬ 
ific have the sovereign right to de¬ 
termine for themselves the course 
and style of their development." 

"There is a growing feeling in 
Ausualia that in bur relations with 
the South Pacific countries we must 
not attempt in any way to dominate ' 
them but must make a special effort 
to take into account the sensitivit¬ 
ies of their peoples." 


including immigration, education, 
social service benefits, taxes etc. - 
and at the same time be closely as¬ 
sociated with Australia, with Aust¬ 
ralia having full control over most 
matters of international importance 
including defense, foreign affairs, 
and scores of vital laws such as mar¬ 
ital matters. 

UNTRUE ; ’’The Bill is the out- 
come of^ negotiation and must pass 
both the scrutiny of the people of 
the Island and the Australian Gov^ 
ernment. " TRUE ; Nothing requires 
the Bill to pass &e scrutiny of die 
people of Norfolk. The untrue 
statement, if it were true, would 
mean that Australia has agreed to 
allow the Island to express its for¬ 
mal consent, or dissent, on the 
Bill. Australia is completely op¬ 
posed to allowing this. 

UNTRUB ; *The extra cost to 
the Island for the new system of 
government as against ^e present 
system, will not be very great- 
if at air because Australia will 
pay for the Administrator, Official 
Secretary and other Australian staff - 
dius offsetting the cost of higher 
salaries for Assembly and Execut¬ 
ive Council members. TRUE; Aust¬ 
ralia does plan to pay those expen¬ 
ses. At the same time, it is expect¬ 

ed to stop paying a grant of $126, OOO 
a year to the Island, althougjh this is 
not pinned downjyeti The net effect 
would be a rise of local government 
costs to the people of Norfolk - ex-, 
elusive of welfare benefits and other 
costs Australia mig^t require - of 
around $100, 000 a year. 

UNTRUE; "Norfolk Island could 
be, if immigration was not properly 


Bill supported with errors 


A number of inaccurate and mis¬ 
leading statements about the Norfolk 
Island Bill have been circulated on 
the Island, in support of the Bill. 

Residents should take cafe to sep¬ 
arate truth from falsehood in form¬ 
ing opinions about the Bill, 

Here are examples of misinforma¬ 
tion that has been put out. 

UNTRUE: The Bill is only "a 
draft Ordinance, which embodies 
a suggested system. " TRUE; The 
Bill is not a draft Ordinance, but 
a Bill for an Act introduced In the 
House of Representatives with the 
support of the Australian Govern¬ 
ment. Such Bills are not "suggest¬ 
ed systems" but are pan of formal 
legislation, approved in advance 
by Cabinet and by the Legislative 
Committee of Cabinet. 

UNTRUE: 'Until February, It 
will be open to both sides to sug¬ 
gest amendments, or, indeed, 
should the people of Norfolk Island 
or the Australian Parliament so 
wish, to reject completely, the 
Ordinance." TRUE; There is no 
legal procedureTor allowing the 
people of Norfolk to reject the 
Bill. They have no such power. 

UNTRUE; "As the Administra¬ 
tor traces his authority from the 
Queen via the Governor-General 
of ^^ustralia, it follows that the 
Executive Council on Norfolk Isl¬ 
and are classified as "advisers". 

In practice, in a Constitutional 
Monarchy, the Queen or her repre¬ 
sentatives act upon the advice of 
die Legislature on all matters with¬ 


in their power to advise her." This 
implies that the Administrator will, 
in practice, follow the advice of 
the Legislative Assembly or Its Execu¬ 
tive Council on all matters within 
their power to advise on. TRUE; The 
Executive Council will be able to 
advise on any Norfolk matter. On 
Schedule 2 matters the Administra¬ 
tor will act upon their advice. On 
all major matters of government 
the Administrator must act on any 
advice given by the Minister, re¬ 
gardless of the Executive Council's 
advice. 

UNTRUE ; "The Executive Coun¬ 
cil is responsible, as the Cabinet is 
responsible in Australia for the ex¬ 
ecutive running of the Island as 
against the Legislative Assembly, 
like Parliament, through which all 
legislation must be passed on mat¬ 
ters within the power of the Island 
to make laws for the Island. " 

TRUE; The Executive Council is 
not to be responsible for the execu¬ 
tive running of the Island - only for 
roads, drains and the other relative¬ 
ly minor matters in Schedule 2. 

The Uegislative Assembly does not 
have to pass all legislation. The 
Bill gives the Govern or-General the 
power to make laws on most major 
matters, including the power to 
tax the Island, without reference to 
the Assembly. 

UNTRUE ; If Norfolk had con- 
trol over all Island matters, it 
would mean complete independence. 
TRUE ; Norfolk could have control 
over all genuinely local matters - 
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managed, a back door to Australia - 
so it would not seem unreasonable 
that the Australian Government should 
wish to retain an ultimate power of 
veto. •* TRUE ; The risk of Norfolk’s 
being a "bkck door” to Austtahan 
migration is so slight as to be insig¬ 
nificant. It takes at least five years 
to become a Norfolk resident. If 


ever such.a problem should appear, : 
Australia could control it Immecttate*- 
ly with its own laws. There is no 
need whatsoever to give Ausualia 
control over Norfolk immigration 
laws for this purpose. 

i UNTRUE ; The Bill is concerned 
with "the introduction of internal 
self-government for Norfolk Island. *’ 



GAINS - WHO 


GAINS TO NORFOLK 


■ Local management of "public 
utilities'’ including electricity gen-, 
eration, local phones, lighterage, 
unalith plant. Bond stores. Tourist 
Bureau, Post Office, radio station. 

■ Local controUof roads, drains, 
noxious weeds, registry, etc. (but 
not including land registry). 

■ Opportunity for "Ministerial” 
members of Assembly to work more 
closely with certain sections Ad¬ 
ministration than Council has been 
allowed to in the past. 

■ Title of local body changed 
from "Council" to "Legislative As¬ 
sembly". 

■ Title of senior elected repre¬ 
sentative changed from "President 
of Canmittees" to "President of 
Assembly." 

■ New Body to set Administration 
policies on Schedule 2 matters - 
"Executive Council". 

■ Administration able to borrow, 
with AusttaHan permission. 

■ N,l. Administration to be an 
incorporated body. 

■ Assembly to elect own chair¬ 
man of meetings,: instead of being 
chaired by Administrator. 

■ Assembly able to prevent Com¬ 
monwealth from altering present 
laws on immipatlon, customs (ex¬ 
cept duties), fishing and education. 

■ Norfolk given an opportunity 
to show that it can successfully and 
co-operatively manage a range of 
minor local matters as an integral 
part of the Commonwealth. 
UNCHANGED 

■ Australian-appointed Administra¬ 
tor continues to head of Island 
government. 

■ Commonwealth assertion of a 
ri^t to rule Norfolk without the con¬ 
sent of those governed is re-affirmed. 

■ Most major Norfolk policies will 
continue to be set in Canbena, by 
Ministerial/Departmental people not 
resident on the Island. 

■ Court system remains substan¬ 
tially as is. 

■ Most present Ordinances to con¬ 
tinue as is. 

■ Assembly or Executive Council 


should be able to continue to advise 
on any matter affecting Norfolk, as 
advisory Council now does - thoug)h ' 
Executive Council meetings will be 
secret, and citizens will not know 
what advice has been given there. 

L^SES TO NORFOLK 

il blorfolk Island defined as not in¬ 
cluding sunounding sea or sea-bed. 

■ Pitcairners’ homeland rights 
probably lost. 

■ Social welfare system, almost 
completely shaped by the Island 
and die present advisory Council, 
to be set by Commonwealth. 

■ Taxation without representa¬ 
tion to be made legal, with no bar 
to land rates or death duties. 

■ New taxes will be levied, and 
spent mainly according to Com- 
monwealdi decisions, rather than 
local decisions. 

■ Hospital and health matters to 
be under full Commonwealth con¬ 
trol. 

■ Opportunity to replace colon¬ 
ial form of government with demo¬ 
cratic form of government has been 
by-passed. 

■ Possibility of Norfolk Island coin¬ 
age, with potential gain of an esti¬ 
mated $250,000 a year to the Island, 
formally prohibited. 

■ Election of local representatives 
only every 3 years. Instead of every 
2. (Unless Administrator calls early 
elections.) 

■ Policy matters to be discussed 
in Executive Council, sworn to 
secrecy, instead of hi open Council. 

■ Local representatives* salaries 
to be set by Australian Tribunal 
rather than in local open debate. 

■ Cost of local government set¬ 
up will rise. No accurate estimate 
yet, but early "guestimates" of a 
rise of $80, 000 - U^Q, 000 a year. 

■ Form of government becomes 
much more complicated, harder to 
understand, more remote from 
average citizen. 

■ Administrator no longer able to 
be questioned or asked to speak 
widiout notice in open Council meet¬ 
ings. 


TOUE; The Bill, according to Mr. 
Eiiicott’s speech in Parliament, is 
designed to let Norfolk become 
"more involved" in its own affairs, 
and to "ensure the preservation" of 
the Commonwealth’s control over 
the Island. Mr. Ellicott, j::iuite cor¬ 
rectly, made no mention at all 
self-government. 


LOSES 

■ Ministerial positions will require 
accounting and management train¬ 
ing, and so tend to go to mainland- 
ers, with Islanders tending to hold 
less Influential positions. 

■ Norfolk's uncertain constitution¬ 
al position, as etdmically and cul¬ 
turally distinct from Ausualia, is 
resolved in die Commonwealth’s 
favour. 

GAl^S TO COMMONWEALTH 

■ tath now cleared for C'ommon^^ 
wealth to claim complete rights 
over 125, 000 square miles of sea 
and sea-bed surrounding Norfolk. 

■ 120-year-long dispute over 
Pitcairners* ri^ts to Norfolk Island 
is covered over once again by all- 
new, "thoroughly considered" 
legislation. 

■ Norfolk Island to be formally 
expected to pay its own way with¬ 
out cost to Commonwealth, al- 
thou^ Commonwealth will retain 
the ri^t to say how most of the 
locally-raised money is to be spent. 

■ The nuisance of administering 
the 42 matters in Schedule 2, 
which are of no interest or concern 
to the Commonwealth, is handed to 
Norfolk. 

■ After being subjected to severe 
criticism from international organisa¬ 
tions including the United Nations 

Association, the Commonwealth puts 
itself in a position to claim that Nor¬ 
folk’s "outmoded and inappropriate" 
form of government has been re¬ 
placed with a modern, new system 
granting "wide powers" to a l^al 
body, and with "wider powers" to 
be considered in five years. This 
will enable the Commonwealth to 
fend off any future international ob¬ 
jections. 

■ Norfolk to be officially described, 
in Commonwealth legislation, as 
"the Territory of Norfolk Island" and 
a ’T||rritory of^the Commonwealth." 

■ Complete conuol over Norfolk, 
regardless of the wishes of Island 
residents, is preserved by die Com¬ 
monwealth on all matters of any con¬ 
sequence. 
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Norfolk 

(Condtiuing the reminiscences of two 
island ladies of different generations. 
These are their personal memories 
of the Norfolk they both love so dear¬ 
ly.) 

'On Norfolk in the old days you 
mew everybody, “ Aunt Sue continued 
wistfully. "And we had very few 
mainlanders then - you could count 
them on one hand. There was Bert 
Starr -1 don*t remember his coming 
here - he was just here. And Mr. 

Bell - he was a coUosal photographer. 
He*d climb up into the trees to photo¬ 
graph the young terns. He was from 
New Zealand and went to Sunday 
Island to gadier specimens and things 
for the London Museum. Nobody 
lived there- it was a very wild place. 

He and his wife and their two little 
girls went. They took a teacher 
along for the little girls. Both girls 
ate poisonous berries and died. 

'Do you remember Roy BelFs 
brother, Aunt Sue? His name was 
Dick - and he was crippled. He fell 
down the rocks gathering bird eggs 
or something. I used to hate my 
freckles. He used to say, *Oh, see 
how those whale birds been laid an 
egg on your nose! * And I used to 
mortally hate him. ** 

Do you remember Mr. Fox, the 
little man who was with the Mission 
for years and years, Mary? He 
lived there all of his life - he was 
one of the missionaries. A very 
wonderful man. Well, he evidently 
wrote a book about the Mission which 
Prof, Wilson’s daughter said was more 
accurate than "God's Gentlemen". 

'The Mission started at Mission Bay 
in New Zealand. Life was a struggle. 
They used to bring the boys up from 
the Hebrides. They were cold and 
lean." 

"Were you frightened of them. 

Aunt Sue?" 

"No, not at all. We didn't mix 
with them much. 

**My Aunt Jinny and Leslie used to 
be the cooks out there - he was the 
baker - he used to go 'round the 
islands as a missionary in the first 
place. He was teaching them cook¬ 
ing and all diat sort of thing. 1 don't 
know what Hardy Rossi ter did out 
there but they lived out at the 
Mission too. 

T read up on the history when I 
was in New Zealand a couple of 
years ago. It was Bishop Selwyn 
who suggested diat Bishop Patteson 



should be the next Bishop of Melan¬ 
esia. The missionaries found the 
climate in Auckland far too cold for 
the students who were dying off 
from all sorts of complaints because 
they had all come from the Solo¬ 
mons or the New Hebrides. It was 
Norfolk Island they chose. 

"Yes, and when they broke up 
the Mission here and moved up to 
the Solomons, 1 recall they took 
all their buildings with them, ex¬ 
cept the Chapel of course. 

"I remember the Mission as be¬ 
ing the most beautiful park I'd ever 
seen. You wouldn* t see a blade of 
grass out of place and they used to 
import their stock from New Zea¬ 
land. All the buildings were made 
of New Zealand Kauri. They had 
a printery too. The native boys 
and g^ls were tau^t all sorts of 
trades and proper fanning techniques 
so they could go back to the islands 
and teach." 

"Norfolk's school used to be down 
at the Administration," Mary re¬ 
called. "In the courthouse. ” 

"That was even before my diiie, " 
Aunt Sue said. "We had no hospi¬ 
tal, 1 remember. They eventually 
turned the doctor's house into a 
hospital. It could have been No, 

9 (^ality Row. The doctor was a 
horrible ogre. Everybody hated 
going to the doctor. He was the 
dentist and everything in those 
days. We won't talk about it." 

"Do you remember any of the 
Administratcxrs, Aunt Sue?" 

"Yes, the very first Administrator 
1 remember was Capt. Elliott. I be¬ 
lieve that is vague, but 1 can just 
remember him. I believe it was he 
who put the people out of the houses. 

I believe the very first Administrator 
down there was Spalding. I met his 
son. 1 think Elliott must have come 
next. Then Mr. Murphy came here 
as a surveyor first and then he was 
sent back as Administrator. He was 
a lovely man and had a very nice 
son. The son mixed with ^e island¬ 
ers very well. He was a handsome 
fellow and spoke Norfolk. He did 
this very well indeed and liked to 
think he was one of the boys. When 


LIVING 

he got married he brought his wife 
back here and she was beautiful. 

Oh, I remember them going out 
horseriding and diey looked such a 
beautiful pair. The Administrator 
rode around in a four wheeler buggy. 

"The next one after Murphy was 
Gen. ParnelL" 

"1 can remember him well," Mary 
recalled. "General Parnell was a 
very charming gentleman and so 
was Murj^y. 

"After Parnell was CoL Lean." 

1 went away when Lean was here," 
Aunt Sue remarked. "He had a very < 
pretty daughter." 

*!He had a couple of pretty daught¬ 
ers, " Mary remembered. "One of 
them fell in love with Fish Adams. 
The elegant parties started with 
Lean." 

"Do you know the rest of the Ad- 
mlnistratocs, Mary?" 

T wouldn't know dieir exact order. 
Most came for a two year period. ^ 
Some wanted to have their terms ex¬ 
tended. There have been a couple 
of them who have died here. 

"Some liked die Island - some 
came with a job to do. Some fell 
in love with ^e island's way of life -- 
they were the best, naturally. 

"Col* Spalding took up land at 
Palm Glen when he retired. They 
built a home diere and went in for 
coffee md then the Boer War broke 
out..." 

(to be continued) 


THE EXILE'S LAMENTATIONS 

A SLIM, 120-ptge book just pub¬ 
lished is an amazing addition to 
Norfolk Island history. 

It is the first-hand account of a 
prisoner sentenced here in the bruf 
tal" second settlement". 

Thomas Cook was here from 1836 
to 1841. He wrote a long manuscript 
’ about his experiences, and left it 
with the famous Alexander Macono- 
chle, die prison reformer who was 
in charge of Norfolk at the time. 

Manonochie took the manuscript 
back to England with him, and 
ihany yean later, in 1929, Sydney's 
Mitchell Library bought the manu¬ 
script in London for £250. 

The manuscript has been lying 
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in the Mitchell archives, virtually 
unknown, ever since then* 

It has now been transcribed and 
published by an organisation called 
die Library of Australian History, 
at 17 Mitchell Street, North Sydney 
2060, Only 1, 000 copies of the 
book, "The Exile*s Lamentations", 
have been printed. They are on 
sale only direct from the publish¬ 
ers, and can be ordered for $15 a 
copy plus $L30 packing and post¬ 
age. 

Cookes account starts with his 
conviction in England, at the age 
of 18* He and a friend, irritated 
by a cranky man in their little 
town of Whitchurch, England, con¬ 
cocted a threatening letter intend¬ 
ed to put a fright into the man. 

For this young Cook was sentenced 
to 14 years transportation to New 
South Wales, 

The first third of the book, rough¬ 
ly, tells about the life of a N, S. W. 
prisoner. It was savage, and Cook 
escaped. He was quickly caught, 
and sent to Norfolk. 

The rest of the book is about Nor¬ 
folk Island, and about the effect of 
Maconochie’s humane reforms in 
punishment - as well as containing 
material describing Cook's efforts 
to obtain a pardon. 

Cook lists the punishments inflict¬ 
ed on a number of specific prisoners, 
to illustrate what the "old system" 
was. A man'called Michael Burns, 
for example, received 21 special 
punishments in two years. They in¬ 
cluded "100 lashes - singing a song", 
”100 lashes - refusing to work being 
unable from debility”, "50 lashes - 
not being able to to work and to be 
kept on bread and water until fit" - 
and so on. 

Cook wrote that the merciless 
lashings didn't have much effect, 
once prisoners got used to them. 

It’s a grim tale, but anyone 
who cares at all seriously about 
Norfolk’s convict era will want to 
read it. 


~ mm 

WINES ON NORFOLK - by "VINAS" 

IF THE TREND to white wines has 
been a problem for winemakers it 
is. proving to be of some benefit 
to drinkers. Until recently we 
would rarely expect a flagon red to 
be more than basic quality but now 
some very accepuble ones are ap¬ 
pearing in casks. The cask pack al¬ 
so has the advantage of allowing one 


to consume the contents at leisure 
without risk of oxidization of the 
wine. 

The Bond has a claret and a bur¬ 
gundy under Wynn’s Wynvale label 
which at $6. 50 for the equivalent 
of six bottles represent good value. 

With the festive season close to 
hand I have been looking at ports 
to follow those more than ample 
meals we are sure to have regardless 
of good intentions to the contrary. 

In the first place I know one should 
use originals as a basis for compari¬ 
son which, in the case of port, means 
Portuguese. My taste, however, in¬ 
clines to the more full-bodied styles 
often found in the Australian product. 

A Portuguese port of considerable 
merit comes under the Hanis label 
and, at ten years, it is fairly well 
matured. The style is light with a 
fine "nutty* flavour. The Bond has 
it at $6.25. 

Grand Commandaria is something 
quite unusual from Cyprus. The la¬ 
bel proclaims a 1926 vintage and a 
long history from the days of the Cru¬ 
sades. I understand it has been well 
received here but, to my taste, it 
is too sweet and has an overlay which 
I could not identify but is reminis¬ 
cent of a Greek brandy tasted years 
ago. The price is steep at $9.35. 

In Australia, Sydney merchants 
H. G. Brown have done well to ac¬ 
quire a very good tawny from Lang- 
horne Creek about 25 miles east of 
Adelaide where it was made by John 
Potts whose family were pioneers in 
the district. No specific age is 
mentioned and it would be a blend 
of a number of vintages. I found it 
to be well balanced with good viscos¬ 
ity and undoubtedly excellent value 
at only $3. 00. It will be my choice 
for Christmas. 



ONCE THE CHRISTMAS festivities 
are over we will probably be look¬ 
ing for something different to tempt 
our jaded palates. Here are several 
recipes you may like to try. 

CRISP SAVOURY SQUARES 
12 oz. short crust pastry 


6 oz. chopped ham or corned beef 
2 tablespoons drained crushed pine¬ 
apple 

2 hard boiled eggs 
1 Jevel tablespoon mild mustard 
1 egg or milk for glazing 

Chop meat and mix with pineapple, 
eggs and mustard. Roll the pastry 
to a thin sheet and cut into about 
40 2in. squares. Put a good tea¬ 
spoon filling on half the squares 
and moisten edges and place on 
baking sheet. Brush with beaten 
egg or milk and decorate tops with 
stars cut from pastry trimming. 

Bake in hot oven until golden brown. 
Re-heat before serving. 

NORTH AFRICAN SALAD 
1^ cups long grain rice 

1 small cucumber, sliced 

2 medium bananas, peeled and 

sliced 

2 tablespoons seeded raisins 
1 tablespoon chopped almonds 
4 tablespoons olive oil 
4 teaspooris lemon juice 
1 tablespoon grated lemon rind 
1 teaspoon salt 
1 teaspoon honey . 
i cup drained crushed pineapple 
large pinch cayenne pepper 

Cook rice, drain well and chill 
overnight. 

Put die rice, cucumber, bananas, 
raisins, almonds and crushed pine¬ 
apple in a bowl, stir well.. 

Mix together the oil, lemon juice 
and rind, salt, cayenne pepper and 
honey in a screw topped jar. Pour 
the ciessing over salad and chill 30 

minutes befcxe serving. 

«•««« 

CHICKEN A LA BOHEME 
1 (2-31b. ) roasting chic'ften 

i teaspoon salt 
4 oz. cooked macaroni 
J cup grated cheese 

1 cup chopped parsley 

2 rashers bacon, fried crisp and 

chopped 

1 medium onion, fried in bacon fat 

legg 

1 tablespoon margarine or butter 

2 cups chicken bouillon. 

Wash and dry chicken; sprinkle 
salt in cavity. Mix cooked macar¬ 
oni, patfley, baofen, onion, cheese 
and egg; stuff chicken with mixture. 
Rub margarine on chicken. Roast 
in 350 de^ees oven for about 1^ 
hours or until chicken is done. 

Pour bouillon into roasting pan and 
stir to combine with pan juice - 
serve with chicken. You may like 
to thicken the gravy with a little 
bit of cornflour. Serve chicken 
with the stuffing and gravy. 
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How quietly and unobtrusively 
Christmas creeps up on us here on 
Norfolk. 

1 guess the reason is there's no 
commercial build-up» no radio an* 
nouncers reminding us every five 
minutes that there are only so many 
more shopping days left. Mind you, 
one can sense an increase in pace 
in the shopping centre and perhaps 
this week v^ll see more shops show¬ 
ing Christmas spirit in decoratiag. 

The end of the year is always a 
busy time for the children too with 
all sorts of activities arranged for 
their enjoyment, Wednesday, 22nd 
November, was an exciting day for 
the children at Banyan Park Play- 
centre. It was their first Sports 

Some of the proud win¬ 
ners of ribbons included Zilpha Men- 
ghetti, Cindy Douran, Shaun Will¬ 
iams, Dwain Buffett, Claudlne Karl 
and Fiona Anderson. The morning 
was rounded off with a piggy-back 
race - don't know who enjoyed these 
races the most - the grown-ups or 
the littlies on their backs. Golly, 

Di Menghetti really streaked along 
with young Pete on her back. There 
was even a heat for the menfolk in 
which Dick Mason took some beat¬ 
ing. Richard Bataille and KikQuin- 
tal weren't far behind either. Be¬ 
lieve Richard had to go home and 
recover! All in all, a beaut day for 
the littlies and one which l*m sure 
will become a popular event in the 
calendar year of the Playcentre, 
Another exciting event for the 
young boys, this time, was the An¬ 
nual Presentation Afternoon for the 
Junior Ru^y League. There was no 
holding the children in suspense 
either as the actual presentations 
were the first item on the programme 
at 3 p.m. on Saturday, 26th Novem¬ 
ber at the Leagues Club. Nearly all 
teams were fully represented and 
Piute Snell as President of the Junior 
League made the presentations. In 
each divUion there was a Coach's 
Award, a Best Fairest and a Most 
Improved. Some of the recipients 
of trophies included Wayne Bates, 
Simon & Matthew Bigg, Aaron Gra¬ 
ham, David Mag^i, Christopher Ba¬ 
ker, Craig Wallace, Garry Bigg, 
Brendon Anderson and Adrian Evans. 

In the team events Golds ‘'scooped” 
die pool and won in each of the di¬ 


visions. . However, Barry Jones is 
hopeful that the tables might be turn¬ 
ed with the transfer of his opponent 
referee Terry Wallace! After all 
the football presentations had been 
made, Piute then thanked Terry Wal¬ 
lace for his two years as Secretary of 
the Junior League and made a small 
presentation for Terry to take back* 

For die past three or four weeks 
there has been intensive activity in 
the Infants Section of the school as 
the various classes made prepara¬ 
tions for the Annual School Concert. 
This was held on Wednesday, 6di 
December, in Rawson Hall. As al¬ 
ways the hall was filled to capacity - 
no baby sitters available on this night 
so babies and toddlers were all there 
as well! This is a most popular 
event here cn Norfolk - a great 
family occasion. The first item 
on the programme was ”Songs from 
other Lands” presented by Fay 
Bataille's kindergarten class. The 
curtain opened to reveal a really 
colourful scene of groups of child¬ 
ren dressed in different costumes of 
the land they were representing. 

As each song was sung the appro¬ 
priate group came to the front of 
the stage. Zylpha Menghctti, Bi¬ 
anca Burns and Yvette Buffett were 
delightful Indian maidens. I recog¬ 
nized Michelle Howell, Bridgette 
Fitzpauick and David Hogden dress¬ 
ed in their Dutch costumes. Kylie 
Ryan and her partner, Michael Her¬ 
bert, looked terrific in their colour¬ 
ful Japanese costums. Justine Rey¬ 
nolds was a most convincing Mexi¬ 
can bandit and some of the farmers 
included Grant Summerscales, 

Matthew Christian and Matdiew Bigg. 
The only shepherd 1 recognized was 
Mitchell Graham. The whole presen¬ 
tation was delightful and was conclu¬ 
ded with Rebecca Hayes representing 
Tahiti. Rebecca was terrific - 
brought the house down. Rebecca's 
mum has delighted many audiences 
with her hula dancing. Perhaps Re¬ 
becca is going to follow in her foot¬ 
steps. 

Pat Knight had chosen “Three Trees 
of Bethlehem" for Year I's item - 
the three trees being Robin Wilkin¬ 
son as the fir tree - olive tree Susan 
Magri and the cedar tree was Diane 
Lorking. The Christmas story was 
told in an unusual and attractive 
way with the children singing differ¬ 


ent Christmas carols. Th^e were 
two narrators who explained to 
the audience what each design was 
depicting - the narrators were Miriam 
Christian-Balley and Natalie Stehr. 

Yet again Maureen Tavener's 
class delighted the audience with 
another of her stories told through 
mime and dance. This year the 
story of Rudolph the Red-Nosed Rein¬ 
deer was chosen. Mark Christian 
was terrific as Rudolph. 1 think it 
was Marcus McNamara underneath 
Santa's outfit. Tanya Randall and 
Shari Sterling were dancing girls. 
Samantha Grimshaw was a most 
convincing rag doll who had to be 
helped around the suge by Rudolph 
and the very colourful tin soldiers 
were led in their march by Donna 
Prentice. Part of the scenery of 
trees included Jason Ryan, Hayden 
Bennett, Stephen McIntyre and 
Jason McElwain. There were elves 
and goblins too. 

Auer the rehearsals during the 
week many of die children were 
ulking about Year 3's eontribution 
to the concert, "King of the Jungle”, 
and that nig^t one could understand 
why. Jazz music formed the back¬ 
ground to the story of Tarzan who/ 
was trying to demonstrate to Jane 
his streng^ and courage as king of 
the jungle. Daniel Buffett as Tar¬ 
zan spoke in a good clear voice 
as did Josie Gillett as Jane. Tar¬ 
zan was diown up In his true col- 
* ours when surrounded by a band of 
savages. The costums of the ani¬ 
mals and the savages* masks were 
terrific. Albert Buffett 

as President of the P dc C Associa¬ 
tion made presentations to the girl 
Captain - Denise Boniface, and 
boy capuln - Wayne SpiUar. Mr. 
Wilkinson then explained that the 
Queen Victoria Scholarships would 
be awarded on this occasion too 
and he invited Mrs. Eliza Clarkson 
who herself had received such a 
scholarship and had also uugjht on 
Norfolk to come forward and pre¬ 
sent the awards. Junior boy - 
Jonathan Evans, Junior Girl - Jus¬ 
tine Cree, Seniev Boy - Chris Kenny 
and Senior Girls, equal - Denise 
Boniface and Anne McCoy. 

Mr. George Harris<xi, Managing 
Director of East-West had come 
over to make presenutions on be¬ 
half of East-West to the "triers". 

The recipients had been able to 
choose their own gifts. Robyn 
Burrell had chosen a radio; Mark ' 
Fitzpatrick a calculator. Cocrijie 
as the Senior Girl winner 
chose a mohair rug and Alan Mc¬ 
Connell the Senior Boy winner 
chose a socket set. 
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EDITORIAL 

AFTER MR. ELLICOTT*S speech of May 8th, The 
News reported his announcements under a headline that said 
’'Self-government again - at last! ” 

We were deceived. More truthfully, we deceived our¬ 
selves. We quite Incorrectly assumed that Australia had de¬ 
cided to restore democracy to the Island. 

The Norfolk Island Bill 1978 has now been tabled in the 
Australian Parliament, revealing what Australia’s real inten¬ 
tions are. We can now understand why Mr. Ellicott seemed 
so nervous as he delivered his speech on May 8th. 

The Bill is nothing but a re-hashed version of the same 
colonial rule that has caused anguish and protest on Norfolk, 
generation after generation, ever since self-government on 
the Island was crushed in 1896. 

Six times since then Australia has set up newly-named 
local "government” bodies, and allowed the people to vote 
for them. None has ever been given any significant power 
to govern. Australia has always retained that power for it¬ 
self. 

The "Legislative Assembly” proposed by the Bill is sim¬ 
ply Illusion number seven in this series of non-governing bo¬ 
dies. It will be allowed to make ordinances about roads and 
drains - provided Australia’s Governor-General does not veto 
them. It will be allowed to control only a tiny fraction of 
taxes to be raised on the Island. 

The Bill does not acknowledge that Norfolk island is a 
separate and distinct settlement, never ceded to or annexed 
by Australia. On the contrary, the Bill requires Norfolk to be 
administered as a possession - a territory "of" Australia. 

The Bill does not acknowledge that the authority of the 
new govcrnrrient must come from the consent of those gov¬ 
erned. On the contrary, it asserts Australia’s outmoded and 
disreputable claim that Australia may dictate and Norfolk 
must obey. 

The Bill docs not acknowledge the right of the people of 
Norfolk to raise their own money and spend it. On the con¬ 
trary, it actually authorises - in a Bill for an Australian law* 
the principle that taxation without representation is accept¬ 
able,. and that Australia has the right to spend the lion’s 
share of money Norfolk Island raises itself. 

The Bill legally strips Norfolk Island’s surrounding ocean 
and sea-bed away from the Island, by defining Norfolk as 
land and rocks only. 

In introducing the Bill into Parliament Mr. Ellicott said 
that "wide powers will be exercised by an elected Legisla¬ 
tive Assembly and an Executive Council". Those arc impor¬ 
tant titles, in Australia. Mr. Ellicott did not mention that 
powers of any real consequence will be exercisable only 
with Australia’s agreement. The true powers of the Assembly 
and the Executive Council are about as wide as from the 
rubbish chute at Headstone to the Island's one street light at 
Midd legate. 

Mr. Ellicott at least had the decency to avoid using the 
term "self-government". He said instead that the Bill would 
"confer on the Island residents the opportunity to become 
increasingly involved in their own affairs". And he made it 
clear to the House of Representatives that the Bill had been 
engineered to preserve, fully, the Commonwealth’s ability 


EE TRUSTWORTHY? 

to do whatever it chooses with Norfolk, whether the people 
like it or not. 

Fancy Australia’s allowing us the "opportunity" to be¬ 
come "involved in" our own affairs’. What condescension’. 
What colonialism*. 

A 

MR. ELLICOTT SAID to the House of Representatives 
that the Bill would carry over until late February, and that 
the Government would consider whether any amendments 
were needed. 

Small amendments will not make it a just Bill. The Isl¬ 
and should not waste precious time fiddling with what goes 
into Schedule 3, or what the Administrator’s title ought to 
be, or other details. The trouble lies not in dcuils but in 
basic principles. 

Three principles are required for good government on 
Norfolk Island. They are a recognition of the Island’s separ¬ 
ateness, a recognition of the people’s right to self-determi¬ 
nation, and an assurance that taxes can be neither raised nor 
spent except through a proper representative process. In short, 
a healthy relationship with Australia - if it is possible to have 
such a thing - requires that Australia hold a position of advi¬ 
sing Norfolk on Island affairs, not Norfolk advising Australia. 

Will the Commonwealth accept those principles? Per¬ 
haps not, but we should seek its specific answers at once. 

Australia has a duty to speak plainly. As Mr. Ellicott 
pointed out in his 1976 legal opinion, Australia’s relationship 
to the Island is akin to that of a trustee - and when a trustee 
proposes sweeping changes in the administration of a trust, 
he should be ready to speak openly and rationally about them. 
Secrecy, evasiveness, vague answers and "not being avail¬ 
able for comment just now" make the trustee look suspect. 

Ausualia’s exercise of power over Norfolk (so Mr. Elli¬ 
cott said in his legal opinion) should be "directed solely to 
the benefit of the committed territory and its inhabitants." 

If we are to be governed as a possession of Australia. • .and 
be denied self-determination... and be taxed without rep¬ 
resentation. . .and have the surrounding ocean proclaimed 
to be not part of Norfolk Island - Mr. Ellicott should explain 
how those policies will be solely for our benefit. If he can 
not give plain reasons, the Bill should be diverted off into 
committee and reconstructed in a way that puts those basic 
principles right. 

If it should turn out that Australia can’t give clear reas¬ 
ons and will not reconstruct the Bill, Norfolk Island should 
immediately seek protection against a trustee whose conduct 
has become untrustworthy. That protection can be secured 
only from friendly islands in the Pacific; from the Parlia¬ 
ment or Privy Council of England, or from the United Nat¬ 
ions. 

Because time is short we should seek Mr. Ellicott’s clar¬ 
ification at once. In the absence of fully reassuring answers 
from him by early lanuary Norfolk will need to move quick¬ 
ly if it is to protect itself. The moment the Bill has been 
passed, its one obvious purpose will have been achieved: 
trapping Norfolk Island and its surrounding ocean zone firmly 
in Australia’s net, for such later uses as may suit Australia. 
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MARTIN’S AGENCIES LTD. 


I IMPORT/EXPORT AGENTS 

general commission agents and DISTRlfuTORS • WHOLESALERS • RETAILERS 


Agents for 

• MOBILOIL AUST. LTD, Pettol and oils 

• KARLANDER (AUST.) PTY. LIMITED Shipping 

• SOCIETE MARITIME CALEDONIENE Shipping 

• MacDONALD HAMILTON & CO. LTD. Shipping 

• GENERAL ACCIDENT GROUP (Yorkshire Insurance Co. Limited) 

• REMINGTON Shavers, Home & personal care products 

• SUZUKI MOTORS (JAPAN) Cars, trucks and motorcycles 

• BRIDGESTONE TIRES (JAPAN) Truck, car & cycle tyres 

• MASPORT (N.Z.) LIMITED Mowers, rotohoes, home gardners 

• W. A. FLICK & CO. LIMITED Pest control experts 

• HOWARD ROTAVATOR PTY. LIMITED Rouvatots, hoes, all 

agricultural implements 


Wholesalers/ Retailers 

REFRIGERATORS ... FREEZERS ... GAS STOVES ... 
POULTRY & STOCK FEED ... FERTILISERS ... 
BUILDING MATERIALS ... WATER TANKS ETC. 
ROOFING MATERIALS ... GUTTERINGS 


If you think we may be able to help you please ask us. We appreciate inquiries. 
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